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In  writing  this  little  book  I have  had  mainly  two 
sets  of  readers  in  view. 

First,  that  large  number  of  men  and  women  who 
do  not  claim  their  rights  in  the  Church,  who  will  not 
even  call  themselves  Christians,  but  who,  if  you 
question  them,  or  if  you  read  their  books,  shew  that 
they  have  completely  misunderstood  both  the  teach- 
ing of  the  Church  and  the  religion  of  Christ.  These 
include  not  only  vast  masses  of  the  workers,  many  of 
whom  are  eager  for  social  and  political  reform,  but 
also  many  people  of  the  leisure  class,  who  do  not 
seem  in  the  matters  of  religion  to  have  got  beyond 
some  narrow  doctrines  which  they  were  taught  in 
their  childhood,  or  which  they  have  taken  for  granted 
as  being  Christian,  (and  condemned  as  being  absurd), 
because  they  were  given  utterance  to  by  some  popu- 
lar preacher.  For  the  mere  dilettante  defender  of 
Philosophic  doubt,  the  Atheist  of  the  arm  chair,  this 
book  is  not  specially  adapted ; he  has  gone  to  his 
own  place  and  is  useful  as  proving  that  Atheism  is 
distinctly  an  exclusive  and ' aristocratic  system ; the 
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Bishops  and  Deans  with  whom  he  associates  must 
deal  with  him.  But  that  men  and  women  who  are 
working  hard  and  sacrificing  much  for  what  they  call 
Humanity,  or  are  with  much  difficulty  earning  their 
own  living,  should  not  claim  their  rights  in  the 
Church,  and  should  be  without  that  strength  and 
refreshment  which  comes  from  conscious  communion 
with  such  an  one  as  Jesus  Christ,  this  is  indeed  mon- 
strous and  unnatural.  These  men  and  women  we 
must  bring  so  that  there  may  be  one  flock  and  one 
Shepherd ; one  organized  society  to  fight  against 
wrong  and  robbery. 

Secondly,  I had  in  view  the  Clergy  and  their 
Sunday  afternoon  Catechizing  and  Confirmation 
classes.  It  is  indeed  at  the  suggestion  of  a London 
Vicar  who  had  found  some  of  the  following  chapters, 
when  they  were  printed  in  the  Church  Reformer^ 
useful  for  his  candidates  that  I have  issued  this 
book.  I most  seriously  ask  my  brethren  of  the 
Clergy,  I respectfully  urge  upon  the  Fathers  in  the 
Church,  to  consider^whether  it  is  not  to  a very  large 
degree  their  fault  that  so  many  men  and  women 
among  the  workers  are  alienated  from  the  Church, 
and  utterly  misunderstand  its  work  and  teaching. 
Have  they  not  neglected  the  social,  national  side  of 
the  Church’s  * teaching  ? Many  of  them  I know 
plead  guilty  to  this.  I hope  they  may  find  in  these 
chapters  useful  hints  for  their  own  lectures,  and  that 
the  book  may  be  to  many  students  a helpful  text 
book. 
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CHAPTER  I. 

Introduction. 

NE  of  the  speakers  at  the  second  Con- 
ference on  Christian  Socialism,  held  at 
the  English  Church  Union  rooms 
during  Advent,  1883,  maintained,  apparently  much 
to  the  amusement  of  those  present,  that  the 
best  manual  of  Socialism  was — The  Church 
Catechism.  We  believe  that  he  was  entirely 
right.  But  on  all  hands  this  form  of  instruction 
has  been  so  discredited,  that  we  do  not  wonder 
that  the  statement  seemed  to  the  audience  to  be 
a ridiculous  paradox.  Earnest  Dissenters  and 
vigorous  Secularists  have  been  in  the  habit  of 
finding,  as  they  think,  their  best  points  of  attack 
against  the  Church  in  the  Catechism  ; and  as  for 
the  Clergy,  in  their  preparation  of  candidates  for 
Confirmation,  and  in  their  instruction  of  the 
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people,  they  will  use  we  know  not  how  many 
little  manuals  or  private  catechisms,  rather  than 
this  one,  which  they  seem  to  consider  both  in- 
complete and  old-fashioned. 

But  this  Catechism,  be  it  remembered,  is  the 
one  and  only  document  which  is  binding  upon  all 
English  Churchmen.  I propose  now  to  take  it 
sentence  by  sentence,  and  so  to  help  to  supply 
materials  for  an  answer  to  the  question  now  so 
often  asked,  “What  does  the  Church  really 
teach  ? ” and  at  the  same  time  to  point  out,  and 
this  is  quite  as  important,  what  it  does  not  teach. 

The  Catechism  is  described  as  “ An  Instruction 
to  be  learned  of  every  person  before  he  be  brought 
to  be  confirmed  by  the  Bishop.”  And  here  at 
the  very  outset  our  secular  friends  are  brought  to 
a stand.  The  Sacrament,  or  if  you  will  the 
Sacramental  rite,  of  Confirmation  is  to  them,  as 
to  the  ordinary  Protestant,  a ridiculous  supersti- 
tion ; and,  if  the  truth  be  told,  it  is  to  many  a 
Churchman  nothing  better  than  a harmless  cere- 
mony ; while  others,  much  in  earnest  but  sadly 
ignorant,  would  make  it  an  opportunity  for  bring- 
ing about  what  they  call  the  conversion  of  the 
candidate. 

Surely  all  these  are  utterly  wrong.  A young 
Secularist  tells  us  in  their  “ Almanack  ” for  1884 
how  at  his  confirmation  he  “ endeavoured  as 
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earnestly  as  a human  being  could  to  feel  and 
recognize  the  Divine  influence  conveyed.  But  it 
was  all  without  avail.”  Truly  we  Christians 
have  need  to  note  how  **  our  pleasant  vices  do 
make  instruments  to  scourge  us.”  How  mon- 
strous that  this  young  man’s  instructors  should 
have  allowed  him  at  such  a moment  to  be 
troubling  about  his  feelings  at  all ! how  vicious 
that  he  should  not  have  been  warned  against 
expecting  any  magic  from  the  Bishop’s  touch  ! 
Are  we  for  ever  to  go  on  catering  for  sentimental 
girls  and  boys  without  really  knowing  the  stuff 
they  are  made  of?  No.'  Confirmation  bears 
witness  to  facts  utterly  apart  from  our  miserable 
feelings  and  opinions.  We  have  been  admitted 
into  the  Brotherhood,  the  Socialistic  community 
which  Jesus  Christ  founded,  at  our  Baptism  : 
now  that  we  are  growing  from  boyhood  and  girl-  ^ 
hood  into  manhood  and  wo*manhood  we  come  to 
be  strengthened  by  ratifying  what  was  done  for 
us,  by  publicly  acknowledging  our  position,  by 
being  brought  into  personal  contact  with  the  head 
and  representative  of  that  part  of  the  Society  to 
which  we  belong  : we  are  taught  on  the  authority 
of  the  united  experience  of  Christendom,  that  we 
receive  and  from  henceforth  have  within  us  the 
Holy  Spirit  of  God,  the  Spirit  of  wisdom,  under- 
standing, counsel  ghostly  strength,  knowledge, 
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true  godliness,  holy  fear.  But  our  feelings  at  the 
■moment  have  nothing  to  do  with  it.  Even  the 
Bishop’s  character  or  teaching,  though  they  may 
help  by  their  strength,  cannot  hinder  by  their 
weakness  : for  if  he  has  no  other  dignity,  he  has 
the  dignity  of  an  official,  a Representative,  first 
of  the  Fatherhood  of  God,  then  of  the  Brother- 
hood of  man.  The  Catechism,  therefore,  is  to 
prepare  us  for  the  reception,  not  of  an  electric 
shock,  as  Mr.  Standring  and  many  others  seem 
to  think,  but  for  the  reception  of  God’s  Spirit : 
that  is  to  say  of  wisdom^  the  power  of  letting  the 
highest  in  you  rule  you,  letting  the  man  live  and 
the  brute  die : understandings  that  is  all  intel- 
lectual culture  : counsels  the  power  of  giving  moral 
support  and  help  to  others : ghostly  strengths 
strength  of  will,  energy,  perseverance : knowledge 
of  God  in  Jesus,  which  is  indeed  eternal  life  here 
and  everywhere : true  godlinesSs  genuine,  manly 
religion,  so  necessary  in  these  days  of  all  sorts  of 
so-called  Christianity : and  holy  fears  that  awe, 
that  reverence  which  is  even  more  important 
than  intellectual  culture.  It  is  not  then  for  the 
reception  of  any  magical  rite,  but  for  the  develop- 
ment and  strengthening  of  these  Spiritual,  and 
eminently  secular  qualities,  that  every  person  is 
to  be  prepared  by  the  Church  Catechism. 

><And  first  of  all,  the  person  is  to  be  aroused  and 
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Stimulated  to  a sense  of  his  own  personality. 
“ What  is  your  name  ? ” he  is  asked,  and  he  has 
to  answer  with  the  name  which  distinguishes  him 
from  everyone  else,  without  even  adding  the  name 
of  the  family  into  which  he  was  born.  Thus 
early  he  is  made  to  recognize  his  own  separate, 
individual,  personal  responsibility : to  dare  to 

stand  alone.” 

But  no  sooner  is  his  personality  recognised  than 
he  is  brought  to  acknowledge  his  social  obligation ; 
for  the  question  follows,  **  Who  gave  you  that 
name  ? ” with  the  answer,  **  My  godfathers  and 
my  godmothers  in  my  baptism,  wherein  I was 
made  a member  of  Christ,  the  child  of  God,  and 
an  inheritor  of  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven.”  The 
child  had  been  born  into  a family,  and  into  a 
nation  ; and  yet,  divine  as  are  such  relationships, 
it  was  not  from  the  father  or  mother,  nor  from 
the  representative  of  the  nation,  that  he  was  to 
receive  his  name ; he  had  been  brought  by  the 
representatives  of  a Society  greater  than  the 
family  or  nation — founded  among  other  things  to 
bear  witness  to  the  sacredness  of  both ; and 
placed  in  the  arms  of  the  Priest,  and  by  him 
made  or  constituted  a member  of  Christ,  the 
child  of  God,  and  an  inheritor  of  the  Kingdom 
of  Heaven. 

This  is  what  the  Church  declares  of  every  child. 
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not  waiting  for  any  conversion,  not  requiring  any 
fine  feelings  or  correct  expressions  of  opinion, 
asking  for  no  proofs  of  his  goodness  or  even  of 
his  desire  or  intention  to  be  good.  The  Priest, 
no  matter  how  narrow  his  teaching  may  be,  is 
bound  to  baptize  everjr  child  brought  to  him» 
simply  because  he  is  a human  being,  and  to 
declare  of  him  these  three  facts  : 

1st.  That  he  is  a Member  of  Christ ; that  Jesus 
Christ  is  his  Head  : that  he  is  being  guided  by 
Him  as  the  body  is  by  the  head  : that  he  is 
united  to  the  other  members  as  limbs  and  organs 
are  dependent  on  each  other.  Every  baptized 
person  is  therefore  bound  by  the  Catechism  to 
treat  every  other  baptized  person  absolutely  as  a 
brother  ; that  is,  to  be  socialistic  : bound  to  do 
the  works  which  Jesus  Christ  did ; that  is,  to  be 
secular,  to  work  for  Humanity. 

2nd.  That  he  is  the  Child  of  God.  All  the 
dark  notions  which  Heathen  religions  or  Cal- 
vinistic  sects  may  have  had  about  God,  are  here 
borne  witness  against : of  this  little  baby,  who 
has  done  neither  good  nor  evil,  it  is  declared 
that  God  is  the  Father : an  actual  unalterable 
relationship  is  declared  : any  doctrines  which 
contradict  the  universal  Fatherhood  of  God 
are  by  implication  condemned : religion  is  stript 
of  its  horrors  and  stands  out  beautiful.  God  is 
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the  child’s  Father,  and  therefore  it  is  impossible 
that,  whatever  happens,  it  should  be  kept  in  tor- 
ture for  ever : God  is  its  Father,  and  therefore  it 
is  impossible  but  that  He  will  sometimes  punish, 
but  always  punish  in  love  to  purify : from  the 
very  font  the  child  is  wrapt  round  with  the 
eternal  Love. 

3rd.  That  he  is  “ an  inheritor  of  the  Kingdom 
of  Heaven  : ” it  does  not  say  an  heir  of  Heaven, 
which  would  mean  that  the  child  was  to  go  to 
Heaven  by  and  bye,  but  an  inheritor,  that  is,  a 
present  possessor  of  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven,  of 
the  Divine  Society  which  has  been  set  up  upon 
earth.  For  a universal  Fatherhood  implies  a 
universal  Brotherhood,  and  the  Catechism  in 
plain  unmistakable  words  bears  witness  against 
those  Religionists,  who  teach  that  unbrotherly 
conditions  are  to  be  put  up  with  here  on  account 
of  their  supposed  educational  or  compensational 
value  hereafter.  It  is  in  the  light  of  this  fact 
that  we  look  at  East  London  and  at  West,  at  the 
condition  of  “ those  who  labour  and  those  who 
leech,”  and  say  that  these  conditions  are  against 
God’s  order,  that  the  real  atheists  are  those  who 
let  these  conditions  continue,  the  real  blas- 
phemers are  those  who  by  voice  or  pen  support 
the  present  anarchy,  or  who  are  not  strenuously 
striving  to  overthrow  it. 
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CHAPTER  II. 

The  Obligatory  Promise. 

E now  come  to  the  threefold  promise  of 
Renunciation,  Faith,  and  Obedience, 
made  in  the  child’s  name,  and  justly 
For  it  is  in  other  words  simply  a promise 
that  the  child  shall  be  a true  human  being,  and  in 
no  way  to  be  compared  with  promises,  which 
have  been  rightly  condemned,  that  a child  should 
adopt  this  or  that  special  calling,  or  should  be  a 
teetotaller,  or  should  be  a celibate. 

“ First,  that  I should  renounce  the  Devil  and 
all  his  works,  the  pomps  and  vanities  of  this 
, wicked  world,  and  all  the  sinful  lusts  of  the’ 
flesh.” 

' All  those  evils  which  in  ordinary  language  we 
call  devilish,  these  the  child  is  taught  have  no 
rightful  claim  upon  him:  if,  as  is  the  case  with 
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SO  many,  he  is  brought  up  surrounded  by  devilish 
people,  circumstances,  customs,  these  he  is 
taught  are  monstrous  and  anomalous,  against 
God’s  order,  with  them  he  and  all  Christians  are 
to  be  discontented,  against  them  they  are  to 
fight.  And  the  Devil,  let  us  remember,  means 
literally  the  Slanderer,  and  therefore  it  is  all 
those  habits  of  life  or  modes  of  thought  which  mis- 
represent God  to  man,  or  men  to  their  fellow-men, 
which  he  is  taught  have  no  right  to  him.  Every 
bit  of  theology  which  darkens  Christian  truth ; 
every  social  prejudice  which  separates  class  from 
class,  which  leads,  for  instance,  teetotallers  to 
abuse  the  publicans,  or  the  Religious  world  to 
denounce  the  Stage,  is  here  condemned. 
Further  he  renounces  all  (in  the  current  opinion 
of  the  time)  that  is  insolent,  boastful,  and  silly, 
all  evil  and  foolish  conventionalism ; he  does  not 
renounce  anything  that  is  beautiful  in  nature  or 
in  art,  he  does  not  say  that  he  will  not  dance,  or 
sing,  or  go  to  the  theatre,  but  he  does  renounce 
that  cynical  heartlessness  which  is  the  essence  of 
worldliness,  and  that  mere  show,  for  the  sake  of 
show  and  rivalry,  which  brings  so  much  sham 
into  our  modern  life.  He  renounces  also  the 
sinful  lusts  of  the  flesh.  He  is  not  taught  to  be  , 
an  sescetic,  still  less  a Manichean,  he  is  not  ] 


taught  that  the  human  affections  or  the  bodily 
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appetites  are  evil  or  even  dangerous,  but  he  is 
taught  to  let  his  higher  nature  rule  over  his  lovv^er, 
to  let  his  spirit  manage  his  flesh,  to  be  on  the 
right  side  in  the  constant  conflict  of  “ Sense  at 
war  with  soul,”  to  say  **  Live  the  strength  and 
die  the  lust  : let  the  King  reign.” 

“Secondly,  that  I should  believe  all  the  articles 
of  the  Christian  faith.”  What  these  are  we  shall 
consider  further  on  : for  the  present  we  note  that 
as  this  Catechism  is  for  simple  people  as  well  as 
for  learned  philosophers,  belief  in  these  Articles 
can  hardly  have  been  supposed  to  mean  the 
acceptance  of  a number  of  abstruse  and  difficult 
theological  propositions. 

“ Thirdly,  that  I should  keep  God’s  holy  will 
and  commandments,  and  walk  in  the  same  all 
the  days  of  my  life.”  It  is  assumed  that  every- 
one can,  if  he  choose  as  he  grows  up,  find  out 
what  God’s  will  is,  that  God  speaks  to  him,  that 
Jesus  Christ  is  His  Word,  that  the  Church  is  an 
organised  Society  to  do  His  work.  He  promises 
simple,  persevering  obedience  to  what  he  knows 
to  be  right. 

The  next  question  is  an  important  one  for  those 
— and  they  are  many — who  think  that  by  Con- 
firmation they  are  putting  some  additional  obliga- 
tion upon  themselves,  instead  of  being  strength- 
ened to  fulfil  permanent  human  obligations. 
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“ Dost  thou  not  think  that  thou  art  bound  to 
believe  and  to  do  as  they  have  promised  for 
thee  ? ” To  which  the  answer  is — “ Yes  verily  ; 
and  by  God’s  help  so  I will,  and  I heartily  thank 
our  heavenly  Father  that  He  hath  called  me  to 
this  state  of  salvation,  through  Jesus  Christ  our 
Saviour.  And  I pray  unto  God  to  give  me  His 
grace  that  I may  continue  in  the  same  unto  my 
life’s  end.” 

The  obligation  is  acknowledged,  not  created. 
Notice  further  some  most  important  words  in 
this  answer,  bearing  in  mind  that  as  this  is  the 
only  one  document  binding  on  all  Churchmen, 
each  word  should  be  carefully  considered.  “ Ouv 
heavenly  Father  : ” the  brotherhood  again  is  here 
asserted  even  where  the  person  is  talking  about 
his  own  salvation,  for  selfishness  in  religion  is 
the  most  malignant  of  all  selfishness)  the  Father- 
hood of  God  is  also  again  asserted,  and  this 
cannot  be  enforced  too  often  upon  all  as  a cardinal 
doctrine  of  the  Church.  “This  state  of  salva- 
tion : ” we  are  in  a condition  of  being  saved  here  : 
it  is  not  that  we  shall  be  saved  from  punishment 
after  death,  but  that  through  Jesus  Christ,  the 
Saviour  of  Society,  the  Emancipator,  the  De- 
liverer, the  Health-giver,  we  are  being  saved  from 
wrong  here : in  so  far  as  we  are  loyal  to  Him, 
influenced  by  Him,  .are  we  in  a sound  healthy 
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social  state.  What  energy  of  wild  revivalists  might 
have  been  conserved,  what  scandal  to  hard-headed, 
practical  men  might  have  been  avoided,  what 
glorious  work  done  for  the  world,  if  this  sensible 
teaching  about  Salvation  had  been  more  widely 
received.  Note  also  that  it  is  God’s  grace  I pray 
for,  that  I may  continue  in  this  condition  of  being 
saved.  It  is  the  beauty  of  God  as  revealed  in  the 
person  and  character  of  Jesus,  that  with  its 
attractive  power  can  keep  us  sound.  He  draws 
us  with  the  cords  of  a man.  He  binds  us  with  the 
bands  of  love  : no  true  human  heart  can  for  long 
resist  that  fascination.  As  soon  as  His  character 
is  no  longer  darkened,  nor  His  beauty  blurred,  as 
soon'  as  He  is  allowed  to  appear  in  His  own 
perfect  grace.  He  must  draw  all  men  unto  Him 
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CHAPTER  III. 


The  Creed. 

HE  Church’s  summary  of  the  Creed  is 
as  follows: — “ First,  I learn  to  believe 
in  God  the  Father,  Who  hath  made 
me,  and  all  the  world  : secondly,  in  God  the  Son, 
Who  hath  redeemed  me,  and  all  mankind : thirdly, 
in  God  the  Holy  Ghost,  Who  sanctifieth  me,  and 
all  the  elect  people  of  God.”  This  is  what  every 
Christian  man  ought  to  believe.  He  is  bound  to 
believe  that  he  and  all  nature  are  of  God’s  creation, 
and  therefore  express  God’s  mind,  as  a picture 
expresses  the  mind  of  the  artist.  That  therefore 
nothing  can  be  called  merely  natural  or  merely 
secular.  The  Artist  who  interprets,  or  the 
Scientist  who  investigates  the  physical  world,  are 
according  to  this  doing  nothing  less  than  helping 

to  reveal  God  to  us.  He  is  bound  to  believe  that 
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he  and  all  mankind  have  been  redeemed — brought 
back  out  of  evil — by  the  life  and  sacrifice  of  Jesus 
Christ.  That  the  whole  human  race,  Christian 
or  non-Christian,  atheist  or  believing,  English  or 
Zulu,  are  under  the  influence  of  Jesus  Christ, 
Who  is  the  Head  of  every  man,  and  not  merely 
of  the  religious  man — the  second  Adam  and  not 
the  second  Abraham.”  And  being  thus  so  ex- 
ceeding broad  in  his  belief,  the  Churchman  can 
afford,  as  he  is  bound,  to  be  definite,  and  to 
believe  that  he  and  the  whole  Church  are  set 
apart,  not  because  they  are  better  than  the  others, 
but  to  bear  witness  to  the  whole  of  mankind  as 
to  what  the  true  human  condition  is.  Such  is 
the  summary  of  what  we  are  bound  to  believe 
about  nature,  man,  the  Church. 

But  here  we  must  just  touch  upon  rather  a 
common  mistake.  Men  object  to  the  word 
“ ought  ” being  used  with  reference  to  belief : 
they  refuse  to  acknowledge  that  they  are  hound  to 
believe  anything.  And  because  most  wise  and 
good  men  now  feel  that  it  would  be  wrong  for  the 
State  to  punish  a man  for  his  belief,  it  has  come 
to  be  assumed  that  men  are  not  to  be  held 
responsible  for  their  belief,  that  praise  or  blame 
are  out  of  place  with  regard  to  it.  And  yet  if  we 
will  simply  remember  that,  in  most  cases,  actions 
which  we  reprobate  are  the  natural  consequence 
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of  certain  beliefs,  we  shall  see  how  necessary  it 
is  to  lise  every  possible  moral  force  to  bring  the 
belief  of  men  to  the  highest  known  standard.  If, 
for  instance,  the  English  Legislature  really 
believed  in  Jesus,  how  quickly  would  an  Affirma- 
tion Bill  have  been  passed,  and  the  Blasphemy 
Laws  abolished  ! We  are  then  doing  our  duty 
when  we  put  before  a child  the  highest  standard 
in  the  realm  of  faith,  or  trust,  or  imagination  : 
**  it  is  your  duty — what  you  owe  to  yourself  and 
society,  what  you  are  bound  as  a human  being  to 
do — to  believe  this.” 

Let  us  now  take  the  Creed  article  by  article. 

I believe  in  God  the  Father  Almighty.” 
Anyone  who  has  a friend,  a lover,  a wife  or  a 
husband,  a father  and  mother,  a son  or  a 
daughter,  will  understand  a little  of  the  meaning 
of  the  words  ” I believe.”  Those  who  trouble 
themselves  about  arguments  from  design,  or  other 
so  called  ” evidences,”  will  probably  be  in  a good 
deal  of  difficulty  about  them  : for  indeed  we  walk 
by  faith  in  the  ordinary  human  relationships,  and 
we  know  each  other,  fortunately,  not  merely  by 
sight  but  by  faith  rather.  And  so  we  say  that  we 
believe  in  God  ; though  we  cannot  define  Him,  or 
describe  Him  accurately,  or  analyse  Him.  Some 
are  sceptics  because  the  microscope  and  the  teles- 
cope do  not  reveal  Him,  or  the  senses  make  us 
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conscious  of  Him  : but  unwisely,  for  God  is  a 
Being  not  to  be  smelt  but  to  be  believed  in ; just 
as,  if  you  are  a true  man,  (which  also  you  can  not 
define)  you  believe  in  your  friend  or  your  lover. 
And  we  certainly  do  not  attempt  to  prove  God’s 
existence : we  cannot  do  so  any  more  than  we 
can  prove  our  own  : but  the  Christian  Church 
and  the  vast  majority  of  mankind  are  conscious 
of  both. 

The  Christian  Church,  however,  is  conscious 
of  a good  deal  more ; to  believe  in  God  would  be 
of  no  good,  might  do  much  harm,  unless  we  knew 
somewhat  of  His  character.  The  words  “ so 
help  me  God”  could  be  used  by  a Mahomedan, 
or  a Thug,  or  a devil-worshipper,  or  a Calvinist : 
and  so  we  go  on  to  declare  our  belief  that  God  is 
an  Almighty  Father  : that  there  is  a great  Power 
educating  and  disciplining  the  human  race  as  a 
father  educates  and  disciplines  his  children : 
always  loving  them  : sure  at  last  to  make  them 
like  Himself : punishing  most  certainly  some- 
times, but  punishing  in  love.  And  note  that  it  is 
the  Father  and  not  the  Conjuror  Almighty  that 
we  believe  in.  Atheists,  for  the  nonce  dropping 
their  atheism,  sometimes  ask  why,  if  God  is  al- 
mighty, He  does  not  prevent  this  or  that — “ Oh 
God  put  back  Thy  universe  and  give  me  yester- 
day; ” but  let  us  always  remember  that  God  is  not 
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an  almighty  magician.  He  cannot  make  two  hills 
without  a valley  between  them,  He  cannot  put 
back  the  Universe,  He  cannot  make  a human 
being  without  a will. 

“Maker  of  Heaven  and  Earth:”  not  neces- 
sarily of  a sudden  in  a few  days,  but  probably  very 
gradually  through  millions  of  years. 

“ And  in  Jesus  Christ  His  only  Son  our  Lord.” 
Here  is  the  central  article  of  the  Creed,  absolute 
loyalty  to  Jesus;  everything  for  a Christian  de- 
pends upon  that ; His  character.  His  principles 
are  our  standard.  Belief  in  Him  precedes  any 
belief  about  Him.  He  is  our  Lord  and  King 
because  He  is  the  Emancipator  or  Saviour,  and 
not  on  account  of  His  extraordinary  birth.  It  is 
only  after  having  expressed  our  loyalty  to  Him — 
and  think  of  all  that  that  means — that  we  go  on 
to  say  “ Who  was  conceived  by  the  Holy  Ghost, 
Born  of  the  Virgin  Mary.”  Here  indeed,  is  the 
miraculous  : but  then  let  us  remember,  notwith- 
standing Mr.  Matthew  Arnold,  that  a certain  sort 
of  miracle  is  constantly  happening.  Every  con- 
ception, as  the  Nicene  Creed  teaches  us,  is  “ by 
the  Holy  Ghost,”  and  that  which  was  exceptional 
about  the  birth  of  Jesus  will  probably  seem  quite 
natural  to  those  who  have  learnt  by  their  loyalty 
to  Him,  Who  and  What  He  really  is,  and  with- 
out that  learning  any  otiose  assent  to  miraculous 
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statements  will  be  worthless.  The  main  import 
of  this  article  of  the  Creed  is  not  to  puzzle 
physical  scientists,  but  to  bring  Our  Lady  daily 
into  the  thought  and  life  of  Christendom.  So 
also  the  words  “ Suffered  under  Pontius  Pilate  " 
bring  before  us  the  great  Roman  Imperialism, 
which  Jesus,  the  Son  of  Mary,  was  by  self- 
sacrifice  to  conquer.  “ Was  crucified,  dead,  and 
buried  ” — He  died  a felon’s  death  rather  than 
give  up  the  Truth.-  “ He  descended  into  Hell : ” 
for  not  only  the  horrors  of  premature  death  and 
the  gloom  of  the  grave,  but  also  the  unseen  and 
formless  abyss,  which  the  imagination  of  many 
has  been  tormented  with,  has  been  entered  by 
Jesus,  the  Head  and  Representative  of  the  whole 
human  race.  **  The  third  day  He  rose  again 
from  the  dead : ” This  again  will  seem  only- 
natural  to  those,  who  know  beforehand  Who  He 
was.  Any  attempt  made  to  “ prove  ” the  Resur- 
rection and  from  it  to  force  men  logically  to  accept 
Jesus  and  His  religion,  will  at  best  bring  them 
into  the  condition  of  those  Devils  of  whom  St. 
James  spoke,  who  believe  and  tremble  : but  any 
one  who  has  learnt  from  His  life  to  love  Jesus 
and  be  absolutely  loyal  to  Him,  would  feel  that 
the  monstrous  thing,  requiring  overwhelming 
proof  indeed,  would  be  that  He  should  not  have 
risen  again ; that  He  should  have  been  “ holden 
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by  death.”  “ He  ascended  into  Heaven,  and 
sitteth  on  the  right  hand  of  God  the  Father 
Almighty.”  We  assert  our  belief  that  that 
character  of  which  the  Gospels  tell  us  is  the 
highest  imaginable  character,  that  the  manhood 
has  been  taken  into  God,  that  the  revolutionary 
Socialist  of  Galilee  is  the  force  which  rules  the 
world.  “ From  thence  He  shall  come  to  judge 
the  quick  and  the  dead.”  We  assert  ,also  our 
belief  that  He  will  in  the  end  separate  between 
right  and  wrong  in  those  on  the  earth,  and  in 
those  passed  off  the  earth  ; that  He,  Jesus,  is  the 
standard  by  which  you  can  know  right  from 
wrong.  We  know  that  He  has  often  come  to 
judge  since  His  Ascension : now,  if  we  would  see 
Him,  is  He  present  to  judge  us  : for  ever  will  He 
be  the  Judge.  ' 

**  I believe  in  the  Holy  Ghost that  is  to  say  I 
believe  there  is  One  from  whom  men  receive  good 
inspirations:  that  we  are  not  left  to  ourselves, 
that  if  we  will  be  receptive  we  can  be  good. 
‘‘  The  Holy  Catholic  Church : ” the  Society 
throughout  the  world  called  out  to  carry  on  the 
work  which  Jesus  began.  **  The  Communion  of 
Saints : ” that  is  to  say  that  all  baptised  people 
are  brothers  one  of  the  other,  are  bound  to  be 
communists,  to  share  their  spiritual  and  temporal 
wealth,  that  those  also  who  have  passed  off  the 
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earth  can  influence  those  who  are  here.  **  The 
forgiveness  of  sins,” — not  the  letting  off  from 
punishment,  not  only  even  putting  away  of  sin, 
but — the  making  clear  that  God  **  keeps  no 
scores  : ” that  He,  though  punishment  is  inevitable, 
takes  pains  to  make  all  men  good,  and  that  they 
need  not  be  afraid  of  Him  because  they  have  done 
wrong.  No  one  who  has  not  received  or  given 
forgiveness  here  can  understand  this,  and  it  is 
probably  not  intended  that  he  should.  “The 
Resurrection  of  the  body  : ” that  is  to  say  that 
those  who  “ die  ” are  not  annihilated  ; that  the 
faculties  which  they  have  begun  to  develop  here 
will  go  on  elsewhere,  and  that  there  as  here  there 
will  be  a body,  an  outward  expression  of  the  man 
himself.  “And  the  life  everlasting:”  that 
eternal  divine  life  which  consists  in  the  know- 
ledge of  God,  and  not  merely  in  an  endless  accu- 
mulation of  years,  that  life  which  all  receive  from 
Christ,  and  which,  although  it  is  hindered  here 
by  unchristlike  habits,  we  look  forward  to  being 
developed  by  and  b}^e  here  on  this  earth,  when  in 
words  of  another  Creed  we  declare  our  belief  **in 
vitam  venturi  sceculi^^  in  the  life  of  the  coming  Age. 

This,  and  not  the  infallibility  of  the  Bible,  or  the 
assurance  of  having  been  converted,  or  “ eternal 
torture,”  is  what  we  are  bound  to  believe.  Is  it  __ 
not  a beautiful  as  well  as  a reasonable  Belief? 
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The  Ten  Commandments. 

HE  introduction  to  the  Ten  Command- 
ments is  most  significant : they  are  not 
grievous  and  binding,  but  glorious  and 
emancipating.  They  are  declared  to  be  the  com- 
mandments of  One  who  worked  a great  political 
deliverance,  who  led  a horde  of  slaves  out  on 
strike  against  their  masters,  and  educated  them 
into  a great  nation.  Every  English  Churchman 
is  in  virtue  of  these  commandments  a pledged 
emancipator,  free  to  break  away  from  all  social  or 
political  bondage. 

I.  I am  the  emancipating  God,  thou  shalt 
have  none  other  God  but  Me.  All  attempts  to 
use  religion  as  a means  to  keep  people  down,  to 
crush  opinion  or  aspiration,  to  support  the 
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dominant  class  and  class-niade  laws,  wither  away 
before  this  terrible  law. 

2.  A terrible  law  too,  for  every  kind  of  op- 
pressor, for  jealousy  is  always  terrible,  and  God 
is  jealous  : that  is  to  say,  so  strenuously  does  He 
love  every  man,  that  He  cannot  stand  him  taking 
up  with  anything  that  is  evil,  or  putting  any  of 
the  beautiful  things  that  He  made  in  His  place. 
If,  says  this  second  commandment,  you  worship 
the  outward  instead  of  Him  Whom  the  outward 
expresses ; if  you  make  to  yourself  the  golden 
calf  or  the  golden  guinea  and  let  them  be  your 
gods,  then  you  will  bring  misery  on  yourself  and 
generations  to  come  : if  you  worship  the  Eman- 
cipator you  will  not  only  save  yourself,  but  thou- 
sands of  generations  will  be  the  better  for  your 
righteousness.  The  awful,  sacred  law  of  Here- 
dity is  thus  early  asserted  in  all  its  terror  and  all 
its  beauty.  No  man  liveth  to  himself,  and  no 
man  dieth  to  himself:  if  you  live  by  faith  and 
obey  the  unseen  Deliverer  Who  speaks  to  you,  or 
if  you  kill  what  is  noble  in  you  by  submission  to 
the  outward  and  the  tyrannical,  in  each  case  you 
help  or  hinder  more  than  one. 

3.  You  take  or  carry  about  with  you  wherever 
you  go,  said  God,  through  Moses,  to  His  Hebrew 
people,  the  name  of  the  Lord  your  God  : you  are 
known  everywhere  as  God’s  people,  see  then  that 
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you  don’t  carry  about  that  name  to  no  purpose  : 
let  it  be  a reality  and  not  a mere  name.  Thus 
His  command  does  not  specially  denounce  the 
thoughtless  semi-poetical  language  of  those  who 
form  the  basis  of  our  English  civilization,  or  the 
use  of  the  phrase  **  so  help  me  God  ” by  a pro- 
fessed Atheist : but  on  the  contrary  is  rightly 
spoken  Sunday  by  Sunday  to  cultured  English 
ladies  and  Churchgoing  landlords  and  commer- 
cialists.  We  take  or  carry  about  our  Christian 
name,  we  are  marked  with  the  Cross  of  Jesus; 
we  say,  “ our  Father,”  Thou  shalt  not,  says 
God,  carry  about  that  name  to  no  purpose,  thou 
shalt  not  say  “ our  Father,”  and  make  no  attempt 
to  realise  the  brotherhood.  - 

4.  The  Church  of  England,  in  giving  these 
commandments  to  her  children,  makes  no  attempt 
to  disguise  the  fact  that  while  the  principles  of 
them  are  eternal,  the  details  are  temporary  and 
Jewish.  The  fourth  commandment  is  a good 
illustration  of  this  : even  in  the  commandments 
the  historic,  rather  than  the  dogmatic,  method  is 
followed  ; our  conscience  is  appealed  to  and  we 
learn  what  to  do  and  what  to  avoid  by  hearing 
what  the  Jews  were  taught  to  do  and  to  avoid. 
The  duty  of  labour  for  all,  the  sacredness  of  rest 
for  all,  these  are  the  two  great  truths  which 

Moses  taught  to  the  slaves,  who  had  been  accus- 
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tomed  to  grind  away  their  lives  in  ceaseless  toil 
for  lazy  masters.  These  are  the  truths,  and  not 
the  closing  of  Museums  on  the  festival  of  Christ’s 
Resurrection,  which  the  commandment  has  to 
teach  us.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  in  our 
present  civilization  there  is  as  terrible  a contrast 
between  the  grinding  toil  of  the  many,  and  the 
luxurious  ease  of  the  few,  as  there  was  between 
the  courtiers  of  Egypt  and  the  Hebrew  slaves. 
In  proportion  as  our  hearts  are  inclined  to  keep 
this  law  shall  we  be  striving  for  a complete  social 
revolution  in  the  matter  of  work  and  rest.  It  is  not 
the  Sundayquestion,but  the  Labour  question, which 
the  fourth  commandment  forces  on  our  attention. 

5.  That  God  had  given  the  Land  of  Israel  to 
every  man,  woman,  and  child  in  Israel,  and  that 
the  vitality  and  strength  of  the  nation  depended 
upon  the  vitality  and  strength  of  the  family,  is 
what  the  fifth  commandment  asserts.  People 
who  forget  what  a great  rebellion  Moses  had 
headed,  and  who  think  that  religion  must  be  on 
the  side  of  the  established  and  successful,  are  in 
the  habit  of  saying  at  the  beginning  of  every  great 
change  that  the  promoters  of  it  are  going  against 
the  ten  commandments.  But  it  is  simply  absurd 
in  the  face  of  the  teaching  of  this  fifth  of  them,  to 
say,  that  the  ten  commandments  forbid  the 
people  the  use  of  the  land. 
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6.  **Thou  shalt  do  no  murder”  is  also,  we 
must  remember,  read  before  fashionable  congre- 
gations as  well  as  in  prison  chapels.  And  surely 
with  reason  Charles  Kingsley  spoke  when  he 
said, 

“ There’s  blood  on  your  new  foreign  shrubs,  squire, 
There’s  blood  on  your  pointer’s  feet ; 

There’s  blood  on  the  game  you  sell,  squire. 

And  there’s  blood  on  the  game  you  eat.” 

But  we  are  all  implicated  ; as  things  are  now, 
we  cannot  be  certain  that  our  clothes,  food, 
houses,  are  not  the  price  of  blood  : we  are  all 
implicated,  we  are  only  not  all  equally  guilty  in 
so  far  as  we  are  striving  to  the  utmost  of  our 
power  to  replace  the’ present  anarchy  by  order. 
How  terrible  if  we  should  be  not  only  murderers 
— but  should  be  using  our  influence,  even  prosti- 
tuting the  Christian  religion,  to  hinder  and 
malign  those,  who  tb  the  utmost  of  their  power 
are  striving  to  hinder  murder. 

7.  The  sacredness  of  the  family  life  is  here 
again  asserted — and  that  ideal  of  marriage  which 
has  been  lately  described  as  German-Christian  is 
shown  at  any  rate  to  be  early  Jewish.  Every- 
thing which  prevents  the  realisation  of  this  ideal 
-^an  ideal  which  both  physical  and  moral  science 
seem  to  teach — is  to  be  fought  against  by  all 
Churchmen.  If  it  were  true  that  scientific 
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Socialists  looked  forward  to  the  abolition  of  the 
family,  then  indeed  the  line  of  cleavage  between 
them  and  Christian  Socialists  would  be  clear.  It 
is  because  we  believe  that  the  breaking  up  of 
families  is  due  to  the  utterly  unsocial  condition 
of  the  time,  that  we  are  bound  to  be  earnest 
Socialists.  At  present  every  adulterer,  every 
prostitute  is  a living  proof  that  God  has  not  been 
worshipped  as  a deliverer,  a protest  against  our 
anarchy,  a legitimate  outcome  of  land  monopoly 
and  commercialism. 

8.  The  command  **  Thou  shalt  not  steal  ” is 
read  in  West  End  Churches  as  well  as  in  Prison 
chapels:  bankers,  merchants,  landowners,  have 
just  as  much  need  as  street  boys  and  laundresses 
to  pray  to  God  to  incline  their  hearts  to  keep  it. 
All  who  are  consuming  food  for  which  they  have 
produced  nothing  in  return,  are,  unless  they  are 
living  on  charity,  guilty  of  breaking  this  com- 
mandment. It  asserts  the  sacredness  of  Property, 
the  right  which  a man  has  to  his  own,  but  it  does 
not  give  a steward  a right  to  appropriate  his 
master’s  goods,  or  any  one  man  or  class  of  men 
the  right  to  own  the  earth,  the  air,  or  the  water, 
and  to  live  idly  in  consequence.  Neither  can  it 
give  the  receiver  of  stolen  goods  any  right  to 
keep  them.  Each  time  we  pray  God  to  “ incline 
our  hearts  to  keep  this  law,”  we  should  think,  if 
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we  would  not  trifle  with  sacred  things,  how  far 
we  are  supporting  or  hesitating  to  overthrow  any 
system,  which  steals  from  the  worker  the  profits 
resulting  from  his  work,  which  takes  from  the 
people  the  value  which  they  have  given  to  the 
land.  It  is  as  much  theft  to  take  the  “ common 
from  the  goose  as  the  goose  from  the  common.” 
Moreover  it  is  an  universal  law  of  Christian 
morality  that  when  a man  is  convinced  that  he 
has  been  robbing  another — as  undoubtedly  all 
owners  of  ground  rents  and  values  have  for  two 
or  three  hundred  years  been  robbing  the  people 
— he  should  as  far  as  possible,  not  only  stop,  but 
make  reparations  and  restitution.  If  Christians 
would  remember  that  the  Church  is  bound  to  be 
by  its  nature  communistic,  this  robbery  might  be 
stopped  without  violence,  perhaps  even  without 
State  interference. 

g.  If  our  hearts  are  to  be  inclined  to  keep  this 
law  we  shall  have  to  get  them  full  of  that  charity, 
which  rejoiceth  not  in  iniquity  but  rejoiceth  in 
the  truth,  remembering  that  part  of  the  truth  is 
this,  that  there  is  something  worth  honouring  in 
all  men  : that  it  was,  as  the  legend  goes,  charac- 
teristic of  Jesus  that  He  saw  something  beautiful 
even  in  a dead  dog.  This  command  compels  us 
to  have  nothing  to  do  with  those  religious 
tyrannies  which  taboo  the  Theatrical  Profession, 
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or  the  Publicans,  or  the  Secularists : to  remem- 
ber, as  the  Athanasian  Creed  teaches,  that  God’s 
spirit  is  immense — not  to  be  bounded  by  our 
little  schemes : and  not  to  forget  in  every  con- 
troversy we  engage  in,  every  battle  we  fight,  that 
the  “ Holy  Ghost  is  also  on  the  opposite  side.” 
This  will  not  make  it  our  duty  in  private  life  to 
like  every  one  equally,  to  have  no  hearty  hatreds, 
neither  will  it  make  us  less  eager  to  resist  the 
devil  when  we  see  him  in  political  or  social  life, 
but  it  will  make  us  more  careful  to  separate 
between  the  sinner  and  the  sin.  At  any  rate  in 
private  life  we  can  remember  the  words  of  the 
Preacher: — “Admonish  a friend — it  may  be  he 
hath  not  done  it ; and  if  he  have  done  it,  that  he 
do  it  no  more. 

Admonish  thy  friend — it  may  be  he  hath  not 
said  it ; and  if  he  have,  that , he  speak  it  not 
again. 

Admonish  a friend — for  many  times  it  is  a 
slander,  and  believe  not  every  tale.” 

10.  The  actual  words  of  this  commandment,  as 
of  the  fourth,  make  it  clear  that  we  English  are 
in  these  commandments  spoken  to  indirectly : 
that  our  conscience  is  caught  by  hearing  what 
God  said  to  the  Jews.  But  the  law  or  principle 
asserted  we  know  to  be  true : that  covetousness 
is  a sin  on  a level  with  murder  and  adultery. 
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What  the  Church  Catechism  means  by  covetous- 
ness will  best  be  brought  out  when  we  consider 
the  explanation  of  these  Commandments  in  the 
Two  Duties. 


The  First  Duty. 


A" 


■V  < 


The  First  Duty. 

Y duty — that  which  I acknowledge  to  be 
due — what  I owe — what  I ought  to  do, 
this  is  what  each  baptized  person  learns 
from  the  Commandments  of  the  Emancipator. 
It  may  interest  Atheistic  Secularists  and  leisurely 
Agnostics  also  to  consider  what  is  the  Christian 
standard  of  duty,  for  so  far  as  their  public  utter- 
ances go  they  seem  to  be  in  grievous  ignorance 
about  it.  And  first  what  I owe  to  God,  the 
Father,  the  Son,  and  the  Holy  Ghost.  **  My 
duty  towards  God  is  to  believe  in  Him,  to  fear 
Him  and  to  love  Him.”  For  it  is  not  the  un- 
known God  of  the  Parliamentary  oath,  but  the 
Christian  God  who  is  here  spoken  of : God,  Who 
after  gradually  and  dramatically  revealing  Him- 
self to  the  Hebrew  people,  has  perfectly  revealed 
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Himself  in  Jesus  Christ,  and  is  now  reigning  in 
His  Church,  and  inspiring  all  good  everywhere ; 
God  who  is  the  source , of  beauty,  love,  and 
fellowship.  When  we  remember  this,  we  shall 
understand  how  it  is  that  the  Church  teaches 
every  child  that  it  is  his  duty  to  believe  in  God. 
Of  course  to  those,  who,  owing  to  the  monstrous 
notions  about  God  engrained  into  them,  have 
argued  themselves  into  “ Atheism,”  these  words 
must  seem  meaningless  : but  if  they  would  under- 
stand what  we  Christians  mean  by  them,  let  them 
see  how  a child  believes  in  a father,  or  a friend  in 
a friend,  and  then  let  them  make  an  independent 
study  of  the  life  and  character  of  Jesus  Christ, 
and  see  whether  their  whole  nature  is  not  drawn 
out  to  Him,  whether  they  can  help  believing  in 
Him.  Let  them  further  remember  that  according 
to  His  own  word,  loyalty  to  Him  is  ipso  facto 
loyalty  to  the  Father — that  we  see  God  in  the  face 
of  Jesus. 

“ To  fear  Him : ” that  is  to  have  awe  and 
reverence  for  Him  : not  of  course  to  cringe  before 
Him  or  to  be  afraid  of  Him,  but  to  feel  strongly 
in  His  Presence  what  you  feel  partially  in  the 
presence  of  the  best  man  or  woman  you  know. 
Not  to  think  that  we  can  comprehend  Him,  but 
to  know  thaft  He  comprehends  us;  that  His  love 
wraps  us  round.  Not  to  be  “Titanic,”  not  to 
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think  that  we  can  with  impunity  disobey  any  of 
His  laws,  but  to  know  that  in  His  service  alone  is 
perfect  freedom,  that  it  is  by  being  governed  by 
Him  that  we  shall  be  lifted  up  for  ever.  This 
awe,  this  reverence  seems  to  us  one  of  the  most 
important  qualities  to  be  cultivated  now-a-days, 
to'save  us  from  the  impudence  of  scientists  and 
from  the  fear  of  man,  which  now  as  heretofore 
bringeth  a snare. 

“To  love  Him:”  “we  needs  must  love  the 
highest  when  we  see  it.”  It  is  natural,  human  to 
love  what  is  beautiful,  and  so  love  and-duty,  too 
often  in  antagonism,  are  here  at  one.  God  has 
dwelt  among  us  full  of  beauty,  and  it  is  our  duty 
to  love  Him  because  it  is  our  duty  to  keep  under 
all  that  is  mean,  to  be  at  one  with  all  that  is 
noble.  He  answers  to  our  wants  ; we  are  in- 
complete without  Him. 

And  this  faith,  fear  and  love,  are  to  be  exercised 
“ with  all  my  heart,  with  all  my  mind,  with  all 
my  soul,  with  all  my  strength  : ” the  affections 
the  intellect,  the  religious  nature,  the  bodily 
nature,  are  all  entirely  sacred  and  due  to  God. 
“ Set  your  affection  on  things  above,”  said  St. 
Paul ; the  command  is  not  that  we  are  to  love 
God  most  and  men  and  women  a little ; but  it  is 
all  your  heart  which  is  due  to  God  : and  therefore 
unless,  as  we  know  to  be  the  case,  the  human 
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affections  are  part  of  the  **  things  above,”  and  the 
heart  given  wholly  to  God  is  therefore  given 
wholly  to  man,  human  affection  is  unchristian. 
The  Church  Catechism  allows  no  half  measures, 
bolcily  assumes  that  the  manhood  has  been  taken 
into  God,  that  everything  which  is  secular  and 
human  is  sacred  and  divine.  The  intellect  in- 
cluded : so  far  from  wishing  to  dwarf  or  stunt  the 
mind,  so  far  from  allowing  any  contradiction 
between  faith  and  freethought,  the  Church  calls 
upon  her  members  to  use  their  reason,  their  wit, 
their  mental  powers  to  the  very  fullest  degree 
possible.  So  also  with  their  spiritual  and  bodily 
powers — all  their  soul  and  all  their  strength,  their 
flesh  and  their  spirit — let  both  be  strong  and 
“lust  one  against  the  other,”  so  that,  fortunately 
for  us,  we  cannot  do  the  things  which  we  would, 
but  are  led  rather  to  do  our  duty  towards  God. 

“ To  worship  Him,  to  give  Him  thanks:”  we 
are  after  all  but  half  developed  stunted  men,  if 
we  do  not  give  full  play  to  our  faculties  for  wor- 
ship. The  practical  life  is  good,  but  no  human 
being  is  complete  unless  he  is  also  contemplative  ; 
we  must  adore  in  order  that  we  may  work  and 
fight.  This  is  the  main  object  of  our  Churches 
and  our  Christian  festivals.  Our  worship  is  thanks- 
giving— Eucharistic  adoration — it  is  not  like  that 
given  to  Woden  and  Thor.  We  Englishmen 
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have  been  gospelled  (though  from  the  way  in 
which  preachers  talk,  one  can  hardly  believe  it), 
and  we  worship,  not  to  bribe  an  angry  GoU,  but 
to  give  thanks  to  a loving  one ; not  to  wring 
something  out  of  Him,  but  to  give  something  to 
Him.  Our  worship,  our  adoration  must  be 
Eucharistic ; all  joy,  mirth,  beauty,  are  sanctified 
by  it. 

“ To  put  my  whole  trust  in  Him,”  that  is  to 
say,  to  be  completely  and  utterly  loyal  to  Him 
No  argument  from  design,  or  Great  First  Cause, 
or  Architect  of  the  Universe  could  possibly  avail 
for  this:  it  is  Jesus  Christ  alone  Who  is  thus 
capable  of  drawing  out  the  human  trust. 

“ To  call  upon  Him  : ” there  are  many  hypo- 
crites who  neglect  this  duty,  who  in  secret  worship 
God  and  trust  in  Him,  but  who,  led  away  by  the 
cant  about  “ not  making  a profession,”  pretend 
to  be  much  less  religious  than  they  really  are. 
The  Church  teaches  them  not  that  they  may  if 
they  are  good  enough  'call  upon  God,  but  that 
they  must,  that  it  is  their  duty  to  do  so. 

“ To  honour  His  Holy  name  and  His  word,” 
that  is  to  say,  to  have  reverence  for  His  character, 
and  for  every  expression  which  He  gives  of  Him- 
self. Not  to  libel  Him,  or  to  sully  His  fair  name 
of  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghost,  as  men  do  when 
they  attribute  to  Him  any  characteristics  which 
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are  contradictory  to  love,  grace,  and  fellowship. 
Not  to  say  that  we  cannot  know  Him,  but  to 
remember  that  He  has  spoken  and  is  constantly 
speaking  to  men,  in  every  conscience  and  in  all 
history,  as  well  as  by  means  of  the  Hebrew  poets 
and  prophets,  and  that  in  Jesus  the  Word  has 
been  made  flesh  and  dwelt  among  us  full  of  beauty 
and  truth. 

“ And  to  serve  Him  truly  all  the  days  of  my 
life.”  This,  notice,  is  the  Church’s  explanation 
of  the  Fourth  Commandment.  It  is  not  only  on 
Sundays — or  rather  on  Saturdays — that  we  are  to 
serve  God,  but  on  all  days  : not  only  in  worship, 
but  in  work : not  only  in  prayer,  but  in  politics  : 
not  only  in  church,  but  in  the  theatre.  And  this 
is  taught  as  part  of  our  duty  towards  God  ; we 
are  doing  a wrong  to  Him  as  well  as  to  Humanity — 
depriving  Him  of  His  rights,  if  we  draw  lines 
between  what  is  secular  and  sacred.  It  is  the 
whole  of  our  nature,  and  not  only  our  religious 
nature,  which  is  His  : every  human  faculty  is 
sanctified  by  the  Incarnation. 

This  then  is  the  Christian  ideal  of  duty  towards 
God  : in  proportion  as  we  act  up  to  it.  Atheism 
must  disappear. 


The  Second  Duty. 
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CHAPTER  VI. 


The  Second  Duty. 

E will  take  it  for  granted  that  all  our 
readers  are  at  one  with  the  opening 
sentences  of  the  Second  Duty.  We 
will  merely  notice  that  if  we  attempt  to  carry 
them  out  we  are  led  into  the  very  midst  of 
Christian  Socialism  ; that  they  are  the  absolute 
contrary  to  the  teaching  of  “ every  man  for  him- 
self, and  the  devil  take  the  hindermost.” 

But  the  general  statement  that  it  is  **  my  duty 
towards  my  neighbour  to  love  him  as  myself 
and  to  do  unto  all  men  as  I would  they  should  do 
unto  me,”  is  immediately  followed  by  a more 
particular  one  : ‘‘  To  love,  honour,  and  succour 
my  father  and  mother  : ” an  awful  commandment 
both  for  parents  and  children ; an  awful  command 
too  for  those  many  religious  societies  and  those 
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various  philanthropists  who  feel  it  their  duty  to 
“ institutionize  ” the  poor,  and  to  establish  Homes 
which  are  no  home.  Anything  in  parents,  or  in 
children,  or  in  the  anarchy  of  the  nation,  which 
makes  it  impossible  for  children  to  love,  respect, 
and  be  in  a hurry  to  help  their  parents  is  here 
borne  witness  against. 

**  To  honour  and  obey  the  Queen  and  all  that 
are  put  in  authority  under  her : ” the  national 
life  here  again  is  shewn  to  be  dependent  on  the 
family  life.  For  of  course  it  is  the  Queen  as  the 
constitutional  Head  and  Representative  of  the 
unity  of  the  English  people,  and  not  as  a mere 
arbitrary  power,  who  is  here  referred  to.  It  is 
the  sacred  ness  of  the  State — of  Civil  Government 
as  such — which  is  here  asserted  by  the  Church. 
History  and  politics,  in  the  light  of  this  duty, 
can  never  be  called  merely  secular : any  class  or 
section  of  the  people,  who  do  not  take  their  place 
in  the  national  life,  are  not  modestly  refraining 
from  claiming  rights,  but  ignorantly,  and  in  a 
cowardly  fashion,  shirking  duties. 

“To  submit  myself  to  all  my  governors,  teachers, 
spiritual  pastors  and  masters.”  If  we  would  be 
lifted  up,  we  must  consent  to  be  governed  ; “ un- 
chartered freedom  tires,”  and  sooner  or  later  we 
all  “ feel  the  weight  of  chance  desires  : ” hence 
we  owe  it  to  our  neighbour,  in  order  that  we  may 
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put  forth  our  full  force  for  the  common  good, 
that  we  put  ourselves  under  good  guides.  It  is 
not  that  we  are  to  take  for  granted  all  they  say, 
or  obey  implicitly  all  they  command,  but  it  is  that 
we  are  to  be  submissive,  humble,  teachable  ; so 
only  can  we  receive  God’s  Holy  Spirit.  And  this, 
let  it  be  remembered,  is  an  absolute  condition  of 
every  kind  of  learning  or  working:  the  hard, 
callous,  sceptical,  self-sufficient  person  quite  ‘‘cock- 
sure,”  will  come  to  grief  just  as  badly  in  learning 
Science  as  in  Theology,  in  Politics  as  in  Religion. 
Neither  is  it  well  to  think  that  the  clergy  or 
religious  ministers  are  our  only  spiritual  pastors. 
We  are  having  our  spirits  shepherded,  our  inner 
life  guided,  our  conscience  caught,  by  the  press, 
by  every  book  we  read,  by  every  play  we  see,  by 
the  man  or  woman  we  love,  as  well  as  by  the 
clergy. 

To  order  myself  lowly  and  reverently  to  all  my 
betters.”  Reverence  is  always,  but  more  especially 
now,  even  of  more  importance  than  knowledge. 
But  the  reverence  which  the  Church  enjoins  is  not 
that  snobbery  and  flunkeyism  which  exalts  a man 
because  he  is  rich  or  of  “ high  rank  it  is  simply 
moral  worth  which  we  are  taught  to  order  our- 
selves lowly  and  reverently  towards ; to  those 
who  are  better,  not  to  those  who  are  richer,  than 
we  are.  And  this  duty  ” let  it  be  here  and 
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throughout  remembered,  is  taught  to  all  sorts 
and  conditions  of  men  and  women.  Christian 
equality  by  no  means  brings  all  to  one  level, 
but  it  would  alter  the  present  levels  not  a 
little. 

“To  hurt  nobody  by  word  or  deed  the  duty 
is  national  and  international,  as  well  as  individual 
and  domestic.  Moreover  the  hurting  may  be 
done  secretly  and  legally  and  ignorantly,  as  well 
as  openly  and  consciously  ; by  thoughtless  ladies, 
as  well  as  by  the  whip  of  the  slave  driver,  by 
pious  manufacturers,  who,  when  they 'grow  rich, 
build  chapels,  as  well  as  by  publicans  and  others 
whom  the  Religious  world  denounces. 

“ To  be  true  and  just  in  all  my  dealing:”  to  be 
sincere  and  fair,  for  instance,  about  the  condi- 
tions under  which  our  coat  or  dress  was  made  ; 
to  face  the  question  whether  we  are  giving  back  a 
fair  share  of  what  we  produce  in  return  for  what 
we  consume : and  if  we  find  that,  under  our 
modern  competitive  system,  we  are,  many  of  us, 
indeed  most  of  us,  thieves  and  murderers,  to  say 
so,  and  never  rest  till  we  find  a remedy. 

“ To  bear  no  malice  nor  hatred  in  my  heart 
not,  be  it  noticed,  to  like  everyone  equally,  or  to 
be  deficient  in  divine  anger,  but  not  to  carry 
about  with  us  spite  or  cherish  revengeful  feelings. 
To  remember  that  even  Dives  had  the  germs  of 
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brotherhood  in  him,  which  when  he  was  stripped 
of  his  purple  and  fine  linen  began  to  grow. 

“ To  keep  my  hands  from  picking  and  stealing 
— yes,  the  apples  from  the  orchard,  but  also  the 
land  from  the  people,  the  common  from  the  goose 
as  much  as  the  goose  from  the  common.  Would 
to  God  we  could  have  a debtor  and  creditor  ac- 
count drawn  up  of  what  the  poor  have  stolen  from 
the  rich,  and  the  rich  from  the  poor.  Meanwhile 
let  the  robbed  remember  that  revenge  is  but  a 
kind  of  wild  justice,  and  that  if  they,  in  their 
poverty  will  remain  true,  and  not  sink  into  callous 
contented  indifference.  He  to  whom  vengeance 
belongeth  will  shew  Himself,  and  the  God  of 
armies  Himself  fight  for  the  defrauded  labourer. 

“ And  my  tongue  from  evil-speaking,  lying  and 
slandering.”  Foul  talk  which  implies  an  ignor- 
ance of  the  value  of  words ; lies  which  help  to 
make  the  brotherhood  impossible  ; and  misrepre- 
sentations, whether  of  individuals  or  classes,  to 
which  all  are  prone,  or  of  the  teachings  of  dead 
men,  such  as  abound  in  the  religious  world  and  in 
the  woodcuts  of  the  Freethinker^  or  worst  of  all 
misrepresentations  of  the  God  of  beauty,  love  and 
fellowship  Himself,  who  is  slandered  by  too  many 
who  use  His  name. 

“To  keep  my  body  ia  temperance,  soberness, 
and  chastity.”  Note  that  the  Church  teaches  this 
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as  part  of  our  duty  to  our  neighbour.  Adultery, 
Prostitution,  Drunkenness,  Dirt,  Greed,  and  so 
forth,  damage  society  : and  self  love  will  not  be  a 
sufficient  motive  power  to  prevent  them.  “ Gen- 
tlemen be  moral : if  you  are  not,  you  will  be  put 
to  the  greatest  inconvenience  both  in  this  world 
and  in  the  next,”  is  true  enough  and  a most  im- 
portant truth,  but  it  is  not  the  whole  truth. 
It  is  only  by  helping  each  other,  by  women  helping 
men,  and  men  helping  women,  that  these  evils 
can  be  conquered. 

“ Not  to  covet  or  desire  other  men’s  goods,  but 
to  learn  and  labour  truly  to  get  mine  own  living.” 
The  “but”  is  very  important;  the  alternative 
is  between  earning  our  own  living,  and  falling 
into  that  sin  of  covetousness,  which  both  in  the 
Bible  and  by  the  Church  is  denounced  as  the  very 
worst  of  sins.  It  cannot  be  too  emphatically 
enforced  upon  all  Christians,  that  when  they  are 
not  getting  their  own  living  they  are  living  on 
the  goods  of  their  fellows : that  all  the  unpro- 
ductive rich  are  living  upon  the  blood,  bone,  brain, 
and  sinew  of  the  poor.  While  therefore  the 
Catechism  makes  it  plain  that  all  the  workers, 
simply  because  they  are  workers,  are  doing  their 
duty  to  their  neighbours  and  are  blessed,  it 
makes  it  quite  as  plain  that  all  the  idlers,  women 
as  well  as  men,  simply  because  they  are  idiers> 
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because  they  are  producing  nothing,  or  nothing 
adequate,  in  return  for  what  they  consume,  are 
not  doing  their  duty  and  are  cursed.  It  may, 
however,  be  necessary  here  to  remark,  such  is 
the  self-conceit  of  some  men,  that  a woman  who 
is  a true  wife  or  mother,  or  who  manages  a house, 
is  indeed  a worker,  and  that  a large  number  of 
the  working  girls  and  women  in  England  do  about 
double  their  share  of  work,  working  at  home  as 
well  as  outside.  This  overwork  of  theirs  should 
press  heavily  on  the  consciences  of  those  ladies 
of  leisure  who  neither  cook,  sew,  nor  scrub 
at  home,  nor  earn  their  living  elsewhere  or 
otherwise. 

And  to  do  my  duty  in  that  state  of  life  unto 
which  it  shall  please  God  to  call  me.”  Not  unto 
which  it  has  pleased  God  to  call  me,  as  if  placid 
contentment  with  things  as  they  are  were  the 
Christian’s  duty ; not  “ into  which  the  devilish 
anarchy  and  competitive  tyranny  of  the  times  has 
crushed  me.”  No  ! the  God  Who  calls  us  to  our 
duty  has  revealed  His  will  and  character,  and  has 
made  it  plain  what  conditions  of  life  are  hateful 
to  Him,  and  what  are  pleasing.  It  is  not  of  the 
Lord  of  Hosts  that  the  people  should  labour  in 
the  very  fire,  and  weary  themselves  for  vanity. 
Into  a far  different  state  of  life  than  that  into 
which  they  have  been  crushed,  or  in  which  they 
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have  been  born,  is  God  now  calling  His  Englisn 
people.  Perhaps  the  future  of  England  depends 
upon  how  far  some  few  of  rich  and  poor,  robbers 
and  robbed,  will  hear  His  voice  and  obey  it. 
Shall  the  revolution  be  Christian  or  devilish  ? 


The  Lord’s  Prayer. 


CHAPTER  VII. 

The  Lord’s  Prayer. 

NYONE  who  has  learnt  how  far-reaching 
and  penetrating  the  “ Two  Duties  ” 
are,  will  welcome  the  fatherly  words 
which  follow  them  : ‘‘  My  good  child,  know  this, 
that  thou  art  not  able  to  do  these  things  of  thy- 
self, nor  to  walk  in  the  Commandments  of  God, 
and  to  serve  Him,  without  His  special  grace ; 
which  thou  must  learn  at  all  times  to  call  for  by 
diligent  prayer.”  It  is  only  the  fact  that  there  is 
a gracious,  beautiful  Power  at  work  upon  us, 
lifting  us  up  out  of  ourselves — One  whose  business 
it  is  to  have  mercy  ; who  if  our  hearts  condemn 
us  is  greater  than  our  hearts ; one  in  whom  we 
can  trust,  with  whom  we  can  communicate — that 
enables  us  to  face  Duty.  And  therefore,  admon- 
ished by  sacred  precepts,  and  following  the 

6i 


62 


THE  CHURCH  CATECHISM. 


divine  institution,  we  are  bold  to  say  Our 
Father : ” therefore  we  pray  not  in  order  to  wring; 
this  or  that  out  of  a Supreme  Being,  not  to  get 
a harsh  Being  on  to  our  side,  but  because  by 
means  of  prayer  we  hold  communion  with  a 
gracious  Father. 

“ Our  Father  which  art  in  heaven  : ” not  “my 
God  who  art  in  the  sky.”  The  brotherhood  of 
men,  the  fatherhood  of  God,  the  fact  that  to 
define  heaven  would  be  blasphemy,  for  that  where 
our  Father  is,  there  heaven  is  : this,  and  all  that 
this  implies,  is  what  has  to  sink  into  our  life,  and 
grow  up  with  our  growth  as  we  say  this  Prayer. 

“ Hallowed  be  Thy  Name:  ” make  me,  make 
all  mankind,  above  all  make  the  Church,  treat 
Thy  character  as  perfectly  holy,  let  us  not  dare 
to  attribute  to  Thee  qualities  which  would  be 
monstrous  even  in  one  of  us  Thy  children. 

“ Thy  Kingdom  come : ” let  the  righteous 
Socialistic  order,  which  Thou  revealest  as  the 
true  human  order,  spread  throughout  the  world  . 
let  the  Devil’s  selfish  competitive  anarchy,  and 
all  who  support  it,  be  brought  to  utter  confusion  : 
let  none  of  Thy  children  sink  so  deep  into  the 
abyss  of  selfishness  as  to  invert  Thy  prayer,  and 
say,  “ let  me  go  to  Heaven  when  I die,”  but 
rather. — 

“ Thy  will  be  done  on  earth  as  it  is  in  heaven  : ” 
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Thy  will  which  Thou  hast  revealed  to  be  that  all 
men  should  be  saved,  that  disease  and  premature 
death  should  be  abolished,  that  men  and  women 
should  live  happy,  orderly  lives  on  a beautiful 
earth. 

“ Give  us  this  day  our  daily  bread  : ” us  not  me. 
If  I am  getting  my  daily  bread  at  the  cost  or  at 
the  risk  of  depriving  others  of  theirs,  I pray  Thee, 
oh  Father,  take  it  from  me.  If  I have  bread 
enough  for  many  days,  and  others  have  not  bread 
enough  for  to-day,  I pray  Thee  to  take  it  from 
me  and  to  give  it  to  them.  I pray  for  a distribu- 
tion of  wealth  according  to  Thy  just  and  Fatherly 
laws. 

“And  forgive  us  our  trespasses  as  we  forgive 
them  that  trespass  against  us.’’  Take  away,  not 
the  punishment — let  that  work  its  appointed 
purification — but  the  sin : make  me  to  know 
that  Thou  bearest  no  malice  nor  hatred  against 
me  in  Thy  heart,  because  I sin  against  Thee  : 
that  the  whole  world,  though  it  lie  prone  in  the 
wickedness  of  narrow  religion  and  selfish  life,  is 
not  hated  but  loved  by  Thee,  and  that  so  as  Thou 
forgivest  we  can  forgive  : forgive  as  Hosea  forgave 
his  three  times  adulterous  wife — aye,  and  to 
seventy  times  seven. 

“ And  lead  us  not  into  temptation.”  Oh 
- Father,  Thou  hast  made  us  so  that  we  are  in- 
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fluenced  by  circumstances  ; heredity  and  environ- 
ment make  it  often  hard  for  us  to  do  right.  We 
pray  Thee  guide  the  hearts,  nerve  the  will,  and  if 
need  be  strengthen  the  arms  of  Thy  faithful 
servants,  in  order  that  none  may  any  more  be 
born  and  brought  up  damned,  damned  by  a fatal 
heredity,  damned  by  an  evil  environment. 

“ But  deliver  us  from  evil.”  Of  old  Thou  wast 
wont  to  reveal  Thyself  as  the  national  Deliverer. 
In  Thy  Son  Jesus  Christ,  Thou  art  the  Saviour, 
the  Emancipator  of  mankind  : Thou  foundedst 
Thy  Church  to  be  militant  against  evil : and  when 
Thy  Church  is  false,  then  Thou  makest  the  pesti- 
lence or  the  sword  to  work  Thy  will.  Raise  up 
Thy  power  we  pray  Thee,  and  deliver  us  now  as 
of  old. 


The  Desire 
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CHAPTER  VIII. 


The  Desire. 

HEN  ye  pray  say  “ Our  Father,”  was 
the  teaching  of  Jesus  Christ : and  in 
our  Catechism  it  is  over  and  over 
again  impressed  upon  the  learner  that  we  have 
not  to  do  with  a mere  God  Almighty,  one  whose 
will  is  law,  a despot  even  if  a benevolent  despot, 
but  as  brothers  one  of  another  with  a Father  ; “ I 
desire  my  Lord  God  our  Heavenly  Father.” 

Who  is  the  giver  of  all  goodness.”  The 
young  Churchman  has  no  encouragement  given 
to  him  to  be  narrow  or  exclusive.  Having  been 
taught  that  all  mankind  has  been  redeemed  by 
Christ,  he  is  here  taught  that  all  goodness  comes 
from  our  Father.  He  may  not  speak  of  any 
goodness  as  being  merely  natural : Heretic, 

Heathen,  Atheist,  whoever  he  may  be,  who  in  any 
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way  does  any  little  good,  the  Churchman  knows, 
and  is  bound  to  bear  witness  to,  the  Source  of 
that  good. 

**  To  send  His  grace  unto  me  and  to  all  people.’* 
Grace,  God’s  grace,  that  is  what  we  want  for  our- 
selves and  for  everyone.  Not  until  we  realize,  and 
all  men  realize,  how  beautiful  God  is,  not  until 
we  are  attracted  by  His  character  rather  than 
terrified  by  His  law,  shall  we  get  what  we  desire, 
shall  we  be  able  to  “worship  Him,  serve  Him, 
and  obey  Him  as  we  ought  to  do.”  It  is  but 
little  use,  the  Catechism  seems  to  teach,  telling 
people  that  they  must  worship,  serve,  and  obey. 
Get  them  to  see  how  beautiful,  how  gracious  their 
Lord  and  Master,  the  object  of  their  worship  is, 
and  then  they  will  be  unable  to  resist  Him. 

“And  I pray  unto  God  that  He  will  send  us  all 
things  that  be  needful,  both  for  our  souls  and 
bodies.”  Material  and  spiritual  wealth,  not  for  a 
few,  but  for  all,  is  what  we  pray  for.  If  through 
anything  we  do,  or  neglect  to  do,  any  grow  up 
with  imaginations  dull  or  foul,  with  faculties  un- 
developed, with  bodies  weak  or  stunted,  then  the 
Lord’s  Prayer  becomes  blasphemy  on  our  lips ; 
everything  which  tends  to  make  men  and  women 
strong  in  thought  and  action — “ to  think  clear, 
feel  deep,  bear  fruit  well  ” — is  helping  to  fulfil 
this  prayer.  For  our  bodies  at  any  rate  it  is  cer- 
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tain  what  we  want : God’s  ministers,  the  men  of 
science,  have  taught  us : — “ fresh  air,  food  and 
drink,  warmth,  light,  cleanliness,  exercise,  rest.” 
Our  prayer  pledges  us  to  work  till  all  have  these 
at  least. 

“ And  that  He  will  be  merciful  unto  us  and 
forgive  us  our  sins.”  It  is  God’s  business.  His 
property.  His  metier^  to  have  mercy  and  to  for- 
give : it  is  not  that  in  some  exceptional  cases  He 
will  let  off  men  the  punishment  due  to  their  sins; 
but  rather  that,  while  ‘ punishment  is  always 
sooner  or  later  inevitable,  it  is  not  the  punishment 
but  the  mercy  which  takes  away  sin ; it  is 
according  to  the  multitude  of  His  mercies  that 
God  does  away  our  offences,  forgiveness  being 
stronger  than  resentment. 

And  that  it  will  please  Him  to  save  and  defend 
us  in  all  dangers,  ghostly  and  bodily.”  This  is 
the  salvation  we  pray  for : we  do  not  ask  to  be 
saved,  by  some  magic  of  applied  substitution, 
from  the  punishment  of  our  sins  after  death,  but 
rather  that  our  body  and  our  character  may  be 
kept  healthy  and  strong,  notwithstanding  any 
noxious  influences  which  may  be  brought  to  bear 
upon  them : cleanliness  and  morality,  drainage 
and  true  religion  are  here  brought  into  close 
connection. 

**  That  He  will  keep  us  from  all  sin  and  wicked- 
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ness.”  We  shall  miss  the  mark  at  which  we  are 
aiming,  we  shall  wander  beyond  the  limits  which 
experience  and  conscience  and  the  will  of  God  as 
revealed  in  Jesus  Christ  show  to  be  necessary  for 
a true  human  life,  unless  we  allow  God’s  Fatherly 
hand  to  guide  us,  to  hold  us,  to  curb  and  restrain 
us.  It  is  not  that  God  wants  to  deprive  His 
children  of  joy,  but  that  if  they  will  let  Him  He 
will  keep  them  from  those  acts  and  habits  which 
would  stunt  their  life  and  kill  their  joy.  The 
Catechism  recognises  that  we  are  so  constituted, 
that  it  is  only  by  being  righteous  that  we  can 
enjoy  life  to  the  full,  that  it  is  in  accordance  with 
the  law  of  our  being,  in  harmony  with  our  true 
nature,  to  be  good,  that  the  notion  that  vice  is 
pleasant  and  virtue  painful,  is  one  of  the  devil’s 
worst  lies.  And  so  we  pray  not  only  to  be  kept 
from  sin  and  wickedness,  but  also  from  our 
“ ghostly  enemy  : ” we  are  forced  to  acknowledge 
that  there  is  an  evil  influence,  outside  ourselves, 
deceiving  us,  from  which  we  can  and  must  be 
kept. 

“ And  from  everlasting  death.”  It  is  most  im- 
portant to  notice,  when  we  compare  the  Church 
Catechism  with  the  teaching  of  the  Sects,  what  it 
does  not  teach,  as  well  as  what  it  does  teach. 
Speakinggenerally  there  are  none  of  those  terrible 
dogmas  about  the  infallibility  of  the  Hible,  or 
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Substitution,  or  torture  after  death,  which  have 
become  part  of  the  popular  religion  and  the  main 
causes  of  popular  infidelity ; it  would  be  well  in- 
deed if  the  Clergy  would  stick  to  their  Catechism, 
or  at  any  rate  strive  to  make  their  teaching  follow 
its  lines.  But  while  it  is  important  to  notice  that 
there  is  nothing  in  the  Catechism  to  teach  that  a 
man,  if  he  dies  unconverted  or  impenitent,  will  be 
kept  by  God  in  torments  for  ever,  it  is  equally 
important  to  notice  that  the  Catechism  teaches 
that  the  wages  of  sin  is  always  death.  Experience 
will  have  taught  many  who  read  these  words  that 
this  is  true  : happy  those  who  also  have  been 
taught  by  experience  that  the  gift  of  God  is 
eternal  life. 

“ And  this  I trust  He  will  do  of  His  mercy  and 
goodness  through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord.”  It  is 
in  Jesus  that  God’s  mercy  and  goodness  are 
revealed  : and  to  any  sceptic  now  to  whom  the 
words  “ Our  Father  which  art  in  Heaven  ” seem 
beautiful  perhaps  but  meaningless,  to  any  who  in 
word  or  aspiration  say  ‘‘  Show  us  the  Father  and 
it  sufficeth  us,”  we  answer  in  Jesus  Christ’s  own 
words ‘‘He  that  hath  seen  Me  hath  seen  the 
Father.”  Let  your  heart’s  desire  go  out  to  Jesus, 
and  you  are,  whether  you  know  it  or  not,  holding 
communion  with  the  Father.  And  therefore  you 
too  can  say  Amen,  so  be  it. 


Sacramentalism. 


CHAPTER  IX. 


Sacramentalism. 


HE  teaching  on  the  Creed,,  the  Com- 
mandments, and  the  Lord’s  Prayer,  is 
immediately  followed  by  a declaration 
of  Sacramentalism,  with  special  reference  to  those 
two  Sacraments  which  are  generally,  that  is  to 
say  universally,  necessary  to  salvation.  And  here 
let  us  note  that  the  Catechism  does  not  appeal  to 
“ Scripture  proofs,”  but  to  the  work  of  Christ  in 
the  Church  ; not  to  what  the  Bible  says,  but  to 
what  Christ  has  done.  And  what  He  has  done  is 
thus  described  : He  has  ordained  outward  and 
visible  signs  of  inward  and  spiritual  grace,  and 
these  signs  are  a means  whereby  we  receive  the 
grace,  as  well  as  a pledge  to  assure  us  that  we 
have  received  it. 

This  statement,  be  it  remembered,  is  true  of 
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“the  other  five  commonly  called  Sacraments,” 
and  of  the  many  Sacraments  of  nature,  as  well  as 
of  the  two  Sacraments  which  are  universally 
necessary  to  save  us  from  sin.  It  is  the  Church’s 
general  declaration  in  favour  of  what  is  falsely 
called  “ materialism,”  in  favour  of  physical  science, 
in  favour  of  art,  in  favour  of  the  body : the 
Church’s  protest  against  “ Spiritualism,”  Mani- 
cheism  and  superfine  Rationalism,  and  all  systems 
which  make  little  of  the  outward  visible  sign,  and 
vainly  try  to  get  at  the  inward  spiritual  grace  with- 
out it.  Now  it  is  surely  well  that  such  a declaration 
and  protest  should  be  made.  Both  the  avowed 
enemies  and  the  professed  friends  of  the  Christian 
Church  talk  as  if  you  could  really  separate  between 
the  “ spiritual  ” and  the  “ material  ” ; as  if,  for 
instance,  the  taking  care  that  people  are  properly 
fed  was  not  distinctly  Church  work ; as  if  things 
secular  and  sacred  were  contrary  to  each  other. 
They  forget  that  it  is  not  the  bread  alone,  but  the 
inward  and  spiritual  grace  of  which  the  bread  is 
the  outward  and  visible  sign,  by  which  men  live ; 
that  bodily  food  is  not  only  a kind  of  parable  of 
spiritual  food,  but  that  this  food  which  you  can 
see  and  taste  is  an  actual  means  whereby  not  only 
your  body  but  your  spirit  is  fed,  and  a pledge  to 
assure  you  that  it  has  been  fed.  You  are  literally, 
as  He  himself  said,  feeding,  clothing  and  housing 
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Jesus  Christ,  when  you  are  feeding,  clothing,  hous- 
ing any  human  being ; bad  food,  ugly  clothes,  dirty 
houses,  not  only  injure  the  body,  but  injure  the 
soul:  nay,  more,  they  do  great  injury  unto  God 
Himself.  It  is  not  to  be  wondered  at  that  if,  as 
seems  patent,  such  considerations  as  these  are  a 
necessary  result  of  sacramental  teaching,  such 
teaching  should  not  be  popular  amongst  the 
English  well-to-do  people.  The  co-existence  of 
a great  deal  of  religion  in  the  same  country  with  a 
great  deal  of  poverty  seems  to  be  the  natural 
outcome  of  all  that  talk  about  a “ mere  form,”  of 
which  so  much  is  heard  from  English  Protestants : 
and  people  who  forget  that  it  is  possible  and 
necessary  to  worship  with  the  body  as  well  as 
with  the  spirit,  are  bound,  if  they  are  consistent 
to  answer  the  cry  of  the  outcast  by  building 
Mission  Halls  rather  than  by  restoring  to  them 
the  land  from  which  they  have  been  cast  out,  or 
the  wealth  of  which  they  have  been  robbed.  In 
our  two  concluding  chapters  we  propose  to  deal 
with  the  two  universally  necessary  sacraments. 
Here  we  are  only  insisting,  as  the  catechism 
insists,  that  Christ,  the  Word  of  God,  by  Whom 
-'the  world  was  made,  has  made  it  sacramentally, 
and  we  must  take  it  as  we  find  it.  It  is  sheer 
blasphemy  to  do  otherwise.  To  shut  our  eyes  to 
the  beauties,  or  the  facts,  of  nature,  to  pretend  to 
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be  ashamed  of  the  human  body,  to  go  hankering 
after  messages  from  disembodied  spirits,  when 
there  are  men  and  women,  excellent  spirits,  with 
marvellous  bodily  organizations  to  express  them, 
ready  to  hand — this  may  be  very  religious — but  it 
is  utterly  in  contradiction  to  the  sacramental  way 
in  which  God  has  made  the  world. 

And  if  it  be  true  that  the  inward  and  spiritual 
grace  is  useless  and  inoperative  apart  from  the 
outward  and  visible  means,  by  which  it  is  ex- 
pressed, it  is  equally  true  that  the  outward  and 
visible  is  meaningless  and  harmful,  unless  it  be 
regarded  in  its  true  light  as  the  expression  of  the 
inward  and  spiritual.  The  man  of  whom  it  can 
be  said 

“ The  primrose  by  the  river’s  brim, 

A yellow  primrose  was  to  him 
And  it  was  nothing  more,” 

not  being  a Sacramentalist  is  incapable  of  know- 
ing a primrose.  On  the  contrary  the  man  who 
can  say, 

“ Flower  in  the  crannied  wall, 

- I pluck  you  out  of  the  crannies. 

Hold  you  here,  root  and  all  in  my  hand. 
Little  flower — but  if  I could  understand, 
What  you  are,  root  and  all,  and  all  in  all, 

I should  know  what  God  and  man  is, — ” , 

he  has  learnt  the  secret  of  the  universe,  and  will 
enjoy  the  scent  and  colour  of  the  wall-flower  none 
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the  less  for  his  Sacramentalism.  Or  to  take  an 
illustration  from  the  art  of  dancing,  which  per- 
haps more  than  all  other  arts  is  an  outward  and 
visible  sign  of  an  inward  and  spiritual  grace,  or- 
dained by  the  Word  of  God  Himself,  as  a means 
whereby  we  receive  the  same  and  a pledge  to 
assure  us  thereof:  and  which  has  suffered  even 
more  than  the  other  arts  from  the  utter  anti- 
sacramentalism  of  British  Philistia.  Your  Mani- 
chean  Protestant,  and  your  superfine  Rationalist, 
reject  the  Dance  as  worldly,  frivolous,  sensual, 
and  so  forth  : and  your  dull,  stupid  sensualist  sees 
legs,  and  grunts  with  some  satisfation : but  your 
Sacramentalist  knows  something  worth  more 
than  both  of  these.  He  knows,  what  perhaps 
even  the  dancer  herself  may  be  partially  uncon- 
scious of,  that  we  live  now  by  faith  and  not  by 
sight,  and  that  the  poetry  of  motion  is  the  expres- 
sion of  unseen  spiritual  grace.  “She  all  her 
being  flings  into  the  dance.”  “None  dare  in- 
terpret all  her  limbs  express.”  These  are  the 
words  of  a genuine  sacramentalist.  But  we  canhot 
clench  the  lesson  of  this  article  better  than  by 
quoting  at  length  Mr.  Gordon  Hake’s  poem  on 
“-The  Dancing  Girl,”  which  we  can  assure  our 
readers  will  well  repay  a careful  and  patient  study. 
The  absolute  necessity  for  not  separating  the 
outward  and  visible  from  the  inward  and  spiritual 
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could  hardly  have  been  better  expressed  or  in  a 
more  important  sphere. 

THE  DANCING  GIRL. 

On  tiptoe  poised  amid  a world  of  Song, 

As  though  sweet  sounds  allured  her  to  the  chase, 
She  steps  into  the  dance  and  threads  a throng 
Of  limbs  that  dazzle  space, 

Till  music  drops,  and  the  tired  notes  among 
She  triumphs  in  the  race. 

As  one  whose  heart  o’er  runs  the  pregnant  chords 
Of  the  soul’s  tongue,  so  glides  the  dancing  girl 
When  passions’  flood  in  music’s  steps  she  fords 
With  nimble  circling  swirl 
Of  limbs  more  fluent  than  the  flow  of  words, 

As  dizzily  they  whirl. 

Sweet  thought  must  through  the  spirit’s  darkness  creep 
Ere  it  see  day  ; she  all  her  being  flings 
Into  the  dance  : the  music’s  wondrous  sweep 
Unto  her  footfall  clings. 

And  as  a nymph  from  out  the  billow  leaps. 

From  her  soul’s  fount  she  springs. 

Draped  in  her  gossamer,  where’er  she  goes 
A pliant  fold  her  inmost  grace  repeats, 

While  at  her  heart  burns  red  the  panting  rose  ' 

That  on  her  bosom  beats  1 
.But  not  the  eyelash  flame  that  hidden  glows 
One  watchful  lover  meets. 

None  dare  interpret  all  her  limbs  express, 

That  clad  in  music  thus  divinely  move ; 

Those  arms  would  all  embrace,  those  lips  caress 
The  heaven  descending  dove : 

More  than  the  thought  dare  dream  of  they  confess. 
Because  their  art  is  love. 


[T.  Gordon  Hake  ] 
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Those  who  thus  following  the  lines  of  the  Cate- 
chism have  learnt  what  a Sacrament  is,  and  how 
full  human  and  natural  life  is  of  sacraments,  will 
be  the  better  able  to  understand  the  meaning  of 
those  two  greatest  of  all  Sacraments,  which  are 
universally  necessary  to  salvation. 


The  Sacrament  of  Baptism 


CHAPTER  X. 

The  Sacrament  of  Baptism. 

FTER  general  teaching  on  the  meaning 
and  nature  of  a Sacrament,  there  follows 
special  teaching  about  the  two  Sacra- 
ments, which  are  universally  necessary  in  order 
that  men  may  be  saved  from  sin ; in  order  that 
evil  may  be  conquered  and  good  triumph  in  the 
world.  And  first  of  all  Baptism.  In  this  case 
the  simple  common  element  of  water  is  taken  as 
the  outward  visible  sign  or  form,  and  in  it  the 
person  is  baptized  in  the  name\pf  that  God,  in 
whom  all  men  live  and  move  and  have  their  being, 
in  the  name  of  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghost,  the 
utterance  of  which  is  necessitated  by  human 
thought  and  human  longing. 

And  the  grace,  the  beautiful  gift,  which  by  this 
means  we  receive,  is  declared  to  be  a death  unto 
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sin  and  a new  birth  unto  righteousnessi  that  is  to 
say,  the  person’s  true  condition  is  made  plain, 
namely,  that  (to  use  the  startling  vigorous  language 
of  St.  Paul)  he  should  be  a corpse  so  far  as  the 
influence  of  sin  is  concerned,  and  full  of  new  life 
and  energy  with  regard  to  righteousness.  The* 
actual  fact  of  Baptism  not  only  being  an  outward 
sign,  that  as  water  washes  the  body  so  God 
washes  the  man  himself,  but  also  a means  whereby 
evil  is  destroyed,  and  life,  conscious  personal  life, 
produced.  The  need  for  this  is  clearly  stated  in 
the  Catechism,  though  not  more  clearly  than  in 
the  facts  of  human  history  and  every  day  experi- 
ence. Baptism  is  necessary  because  we  are  ‘‘  by 
nature  born  in  sin  and  the  children  of  wrath.” 
We  have  inherited  tendencies  to  evil,  we  are  very 
far  gone  from  the  original  ideal  standard  of 
righteousness  which  is  in  the  Eternal  Man,  Jesus; 
we  naturally  follow  these  evil  impulses  ; and  they 
deserve,  and  fortunately  for  us  are  sure  to  suffer, 
God’s  wrath  and  damnation.  But  though  these 
facts  are  patent,  they  do  not  express  the  whole 
truth  ; on  the  contrary,  unless  we  remember  that 
the  blood  of  Jesus  Christ  cleanseth  us  from  all 
sin,  that  by  being  loyal  members  of  His  Society 
we  are  saved  from  sin,  that  if  it  can  be  proved 
true  from  history  and  experience  that  the  wages 
of  sin  for  nations,  institutions,  individuals  is  death. 


THE  CHURCH  CATECHISM.  87 

it  is  also  notorious  that  the  gift  of  God  is  eternal 
life,  we  shall  not  understand  ourselves  or  history. 
And  we  learn  that  by  Baptism  we  are  made  the 
children  of  grace,  actually  made,  not  merely 
declared  to  be,  but  really  and  truly  made  the 
children  of  grace.  Whether  there  is  any  other 
way  by  which  a person  could  be  made  a child  of 
grace  the  Catechism  does  not  say — it  certainly 
does  not  deny  it — but  what  it  does  do  is  to  oblige 
all  loyal  Churchmen' to  acknowledge  that  every 
baptized  person  is  regenerate,  is  a child  of  grace, 
is  in  other  words  a member  of  Christ,  the  Child 
of  God,  and  an  inheritor  of  the  Kingdom  of 
Heaven. 

The  meaning  of  Baptism  is  made  clearer  by 
the  two  succeeding  statements.  Repentance  and 
faith  are  declared  to  be  requisite  for  Baptism, 
and  infants  promise  these  two  things  by  their 
sureties,  because,  when  they  come  to  age,  they 
are  things  which  they  are  bound  to  perform. 
We  see  by  this  how  universal,  how  comprehensive 
the  Church  is ; we  understand  how  good  men 
and  true  would  suffer  any  loss  rather  than 
give  up  the  glorious  doctrine  of  Baptismal 
Regeneration  : we  see  that  the  difference  between 
the  Church  and  the  Sects  is  on  this  matter  vital 
and  fundamental.  Repentance  and  faith  are  not 
reckoned  as  special  gifts  for  a select  few,  on  the 
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contrary  they  are  treated  as  given  to  men  as  men. 
Every  child  born  into  the  world  is  to  be  claimed 
as  a being  who  is  bound  to  exercise  repentance 
and  have  faith.  In  the  teeth  of  those  sects 
which  insist  on  conversion,  or  on  intelligent  ap- 
preciation of  Christian  doctrine,  as  a preliminary 
to  Baptism : in  the  teeth  of  those  disloyal 
Churchmen,  who  would  refuse  Baptism  to  those 
children  whose  homes  and  environment  are  such 
that  they  are  certain  not  to  be  properly  brought 
u ; in  the  teeth  of  those  emotional  missionising 
clergy  who  practically  deny  that  the  baptized, 
simply  because  they  are  baptized,  are  regenerate, 
are  children  of  grace,  are  united  to  Jesus,  are 
present  inheritors  of  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven  ; 
the  Church  insists  that  infants  shall  be  baptized. 
Could  you  possibly  conceive  a better  witness  than 
this  against  sin  and  for  humanity  ? Without 
Baptism  men  might  be  liable  to  forget  that  it  is 
Jesus  who  is  the  ideal  original  Head  of  the  human 
race ; without  Infant  Baptism  they  would  be 
liable  to  think  that  it  was  their  conversion  or 
their  orthodoxy  or  their  superfine  morality  which 
united  them  to  Jesus.  Baptism  tells  them,  as 
nothing  else  could,  that  they  live  only  by  union 
with  Jesus  ; Infant  Baptism  tells  them  that  that 
union  is  their  true  human  condition. 

Moreover  what  a witness  is  there  here  against 
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every  kind  of  exclusiveness,  whether  spiritual, 
social,  or  political.  If  it  be  true,  as  Baptism 
declares,  that  all  have  sinned  and  come  short  of 
the  ideal  standard  of  excellence  intended  for 
them,  if  it  be  true  that  all  can  repent  and  believe 
because  repentance  and  faith  are  God’s  gifts  to 
men  as  men,  then  how  absurd,  how  unchristian, 
are  all  these  divisions  into  classes,  how  monstrous 
these  present  contrasts  between  rich  and  poor. 
Baptism  says  plainer  than  any  convention,  in 
spite  of  every  clerical  and  ecclesiastical  abuse,  ' 
“Ye  are  all  one  in  Christ  Jesus.”  It  is  to  Him 
we  are  being  false,  if  in  our  political  institutions, 
our  social  customs,  or  our  distribution  of  material 
wealth,  we  fail  to  recognize  that  unity.  The  sects 
united  on  the  basis  of  conversion,  or  correct 
opinions,  or  superfine  morality,  can  afford  to  be 
exclusive.  The  Atheist  is  almost  forced  into 
forming  an  aristocracy  of  intellect.  But  the 
Catholic  Churchman  is  bound  by  his  doctrine  of 
Baptismal  regeneration,  by  his  practice  of  Infant  ^ 
Baptism,  to  be  inclusive,  democratic. 


The  Sacrament  of  the  Lord's 
Supper. 
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CHAPTER  XL 

The  Sacrament  of  the  Lord’s  Supper. 


HY  was  the  Sacrament  of  the  Lord’s 
Supper  ordained  ? ” Such  is  the  com- 
monplace, abrupt  way  in  which  the 
Child  is  brought  face  to  face  with  his  lesson  on 
this  great  subject.  But  if  his  Godparents  have 
done  their  duty  by  him,  he  must  often  already 
have  seen  the  priest  before  the  altar,  and  seen 
that  his  elders  were  taking  their  share  in  the 
most  solemn,  most  unique,  act  of  their  weekly 
life.  And  now  he  is  told  in  a few  plain  homely 
words,  what  it  all  means.  There  before  the  altar 
the  priest  is  making  “ a continual  remembrance 
of  the  sacrifice  of  the  death  of  Christ  and  of  the 
benefit  which  we  receive  thereby.”  Here  in  a 
few  words  and  a few  acts  you  get  at  the  very 
centre  of  our  worship,  and  of  our  life.  At  pre- 
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sent  few  English  Churchmen  realize  this;  for 
priests  and  people  alike  have  allowed  their  pretty 
musical  matins  to  interfere  in  time  or  in  dignity 
with  this  continual  Remembrance.  We  verily 
believe  that  much  of  the  infidelity  and  the 
degraded  misery  of  England  are  the  result  of 
English  Churchmen  having  forgotten  that  it  was 
for  a Continual  Remembrance  that  the  Lord’s 
Supper  was  ordained.  Restore  the  Mass,  the 
Holy  Communion,  the  Lord’s  Supper,  the  Holy 
Eucharist, — call  it  what  you  will,  the  act  is  the 
same, — to  its  true  position,  as  the  one  common, 
necessary  Service,  and  you  preach  a gospel  which 
infidelity  and  plutocracy  must  give  way  to. 

For  see  how  simple  God’s  own  service  is  com- 
pared with  the  double  chants,  difficult  passages 
of  scripture,  and  perhaps  the  Athanasian  Creed, 
of  the  Matins  you  substitute  for  it.  The  out- 
ward part  or  sign  is  simply  Bread  and  Wine, 
which  the  Lord  hath  commanded  to  be  received ; 
the  simple  human  elements  of  strength  and  joy, 
these  are  taken  by  the  Priest,  offered  and  con- 
secrated ; and  then  the  inward  part  or  thing 
signified  is  the  Body  and  Blood  of  Christ,  which 
are  verily  and  indeed  taken  and  received  by  the 
faithful  in  the  Lord’s  Supper:  that  is  to  say 
Jesus  then  and  there  gives  Himself  to  us  to 
strengthen  and  refresh  us,  as  our  bodies  are 
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strengthened  and  refreshed  by  bread  and  wine. 

Is  it  not  simple  ? You  do  not  for  this  want  to 
have  made  up  your  mind  on  the  thousand  and 
one  Biblical  questions  which  are  being  discussed, 
and  on  account  of  their  opinion  about  which. men 
think  they  are  not  Christians;  you  do  not  have 
to  agree  with  many  difficult  doctrines  stated  in 
learned  language  : you  simply  have  to  know  Jesus 
a little,  to  love  Him  sufficiently  to  think  it  worth 
while  to  want  to  get  your  life  and  character 
influenced  by,  incorporated  into.  His  life  and 
character. 

Let  us  face  this  fairly  in  these  days  of  doubts 
and  unchristian  misery:  all  sorts  of  experiments 
are  being  tried : new  Religions  without  number, 
clever  dodges  here,  stern  laws  there,  are  being 
suggested  as  a remedy  for  the  present  distress, 
or  for  the  atheistic  socialism,  or  the  harder 
atheistic  malthusianism,  which  are  at  work, 
attempting  to  remedy  the  present  distress.  But 
Jesus  Christ’s  own  remedy  lies  to  hand,  still  for 
the  most  part  neglected,  shoved  into  a corner, 
relegated  to  the  “pious,”  profaned. 

“ I,  if  I be  lifted  up  from  the  earth,  will  draw 
all  men  unto  Me.”  “ For  this  cause  (because  they 
make  little  of  the  Holy  Communion)  many  are 
weak  and  sickly  among  you  and  many  sleep.” 

' I would  urge  upon  my  readers  that  there  is  no 
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•point  of  Church  Reform  of  more  importance  than 
this  of  restoring  the  Mass  to  its  proper  central 
place.  I would  urge  upon  all  priests  who  are 
free  from  Episcopal  or  Beneficed  tyranny  to  use 
their  freedom  thus  for  the  exaltation  of  Jesus. 

They  will  be  well  repaid  ; for  who  that  is  worth 
having  may  not  with  a loving  boldness  find 
shelter  and  strength  in  the  light  of  the  real 
Presence  of  Jesus?  The  sceptic  worried  with 
Christian  evidences  and  his  own  hard,  clever, 
logical  refutations  of  them,  if  he  have  still  a human 
heart  left,  can  there  get  warmth  and  light.  The 
hard  toilers  doing  the  special  work  praised  by 
Jesus  of  feeding,  clothing,  housing  God’s  children, 
they,  when  once  they  know  who  He  is,  and  how 
different  He  is  from  what  the  Religious  world 
makes  Him  out  to  be,  will  crowd  into  His  sanc- 
tuary. The  hireling  oppressed  in  his  wages,  the 
citizen  who  is  robbed  of  his  land,  these,  after  the 
Mass  has  taken  the  place  of  the  popular  religion, 
will  find  in  Jesus  a friend  for  them  and  a foe  for 
their  foes : the  young  and  beautiful  rejoicing  in 
their  youth  and  beauty  will  find  their  natural 
place  in  the  worship  of  a beautiful  God  : and 
common  every-day  people,  no  longer  ousted  by 
the  pious  ” and  the  “ religious,”  will  again  crowd 
our  altars.  These  things  are  worth  working  for  : 
for  the  restoration  of  the  Mass  to  its  true  place, 
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the  making  much  of  the  Holy  Communion,  means 
not  merely  the  substitution  of  one  service  for 
another,  but  the  exaltation  of  the  onlyJService 
which  Jesus  Christ  ordained  : and  therefore  it 
means  a complete  changing  of  the  people’s  ideas 
about  God  : it  means  the  dispelling  of  that  gloom 
and  doubt  and  introspection,  that  worship  of  the 
Bible,  that  individualistic  commercial  religion, 
which  is  summed  up  in  the  word  Protestantism. 

The  last  question  the  child  is  asked  is  this  : 
“What  is  required  of  them  that  come  to  the 
Lord’s  Supper.”  And  let  us  note  here  that  it  is 
this  title  rather  than  the  Holy  Communion,  the 
Holy  Eucharist,  or  the  Mass,  which  is  used  in  the 
Catechism.  The  other  names  surely  have  good 
meanings  for  us  : The  Holy  Communion  pledging 
all  who  partake  of  it  to  be  sharers  of  their  wealth, 
whether  spiritual  or  material,  to  be  Holy  Com- 
munists : The  Holy  Eucharist  telling  us  that  it 
is  a God  of  Joy  with  whom  we  have  to  do,  that 
human  joy  is  sacred,  and  religion  should  be  a 
joyful  thing  : The  Mass  reminding  us  that  in  this 
one  great  Christian  Service  at  least  we  are  at  one 
with  our  fellow  Churchmen  elsewhere,  that  the 
same  act  is  being  done,  the  same  sacrifice  is  being 
offered  in  Rome  as  in  London  ; and  yet  it  is  not 
by  these  names,  but  as  the  Lord’s  Supper,  that 
the  Divine  Service  is  spoken  of  here.  This  we 


■g8  THE  CHURCH  CATECHISM. 

think  is  significant,  and  most  important  to  be 
noted  in  these  times  : for  this  name  reminds  us 
that  this  great  service  took  the  place  of  the  Jewish 
Passover  supper  : that  just  as  year  by  year  the 
Jews  kept  festival  in  memory  of  their  great  national 
deliverance  from  Egyptian  tyranny,  so  week  by 
week  we  keep  festival  in  honour  of  Christ  the 
deliverer  from  all  tyrants,  the  emancipator  of 
oppressed  nations  and  classes  everywhere.  It 
becomes  impossible  for  a priest,  who  knows  what 
the  Lord’s  Supper  means,  not  to  take  part  to  the 
best  of  his  power  in  every  work  of  political  or 
social  emancipation  : impossible  for  an  earnest 
communicant  not  to  be  an  earnest  politician. 

The  answer  to  the  last  question  is  as  follows  : 
“ To  examine  themselves  whether  they  repent 
them  truly  of  their  former  sins,  steadfastly  pur- 
posing to  lead  a new  life,  have  a lively  faith  in 
God’s  mercy  through  Christ,  with  a thankful  re- 
membrance of  his  death  ; and  be  in  charity  with 
all  men.” 

It  is  not  requisite  for  a man  to  worry  himself 
about  every  detail  of  his  life ; but  it  is  requisite 
that  he  should  find  out  whether  he  truly  repents 
of  what  he  has  done  wrong,  and  whether  he  wants 
to  be  better ; it  is  not  necessary  that  he  should  be 
converted,”  or  believe  all  that  is  written  in  the 
Bible ; but  it  is  necessary  that  he  should  have  a 
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living  active  trust  in  the  mercy  of  God  as  revealed 
in  the  life  and  self-sacrifice  of  Jesus  Christ  : it  is 
not  necessary  that  he  should  like  everyone  equally, 
have  no  favourites  and  no  enemies  ; but  it  is  „ 

necessary  that  he  should  not  be  carrying  about 
with  him,  malice  and  spite,  that  he  should  recog- 
nise that  in  his  enemy  and  in  all  men  there  is 
some  part  of  God’s  spirit,  and  therefore  something 
to  lover 
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Conclusion. 


CONCLUSION. 


E have  now  gone  through  the  Catechism 
sentence  by  sentence,  and  I hope  I 
have  made  it  clear  to  all  those  who 


are  working  for*  “ Humanity,”  to  all  those  who 
are  eager  to  leave  this  world  better  than  they  found 
it,  or  who  think  at  any  rate  that  this  world  de- 
mands and  will  repay  their  utmost  care  and 
attention,  that  they  have  in  the  Church  of  Eng- 
land, according  to  the  one  document  which 
is  binding  on  all  her  members,  a society  with 
whose  authorised  teaching  they  are  bound 
largely  to  sympathise.  I hope  also  that  I have 
made  it  clear  to  the  Clergy  and  the  Sunday 
school  teachers  that  it  is  to  a great  extent  their 
fault,  their  want  of  loyalty  to  the  Church’s  teach- 
ing, which  has  permitted  Atheistic  Secularism  to 

spread,  or  has  allowed  men  to  think  that  there  is 
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v^any  necessary  contradiction  between  the  adjective 
Christian  and  the  noun,  Socialism. 

The  rubrics  which  follow  the  Catechism  are 
very  plain  and  precise  ; it  would  be.  well  for  the 
Church  and  the  nation  if  they  were  obeyed.  It 
would  be  well  if  the  Church  Association  and  the 
English  Church  Union,  both  so  keen  about  other 
rubrics,  could  for  once  combine  and  use  their 
energies  to  get  these  two  rubrics  obeyed. 

“The  Curate  of  every  Parish  shall  diligently  upon 
Sundays  and  Holy-days  after  the  second  lesson  at  Evening 
prayer,  openly  in  the  church  instruct  and  examine  so  many 
children  of  his  Parish  sent  unto  him,  as  he  shall  think  con- 
venient, in  some  part  of  this  Catechism. 

“And  all  Fathers,  Mothers,  Masters  and  Dames  shall 
Cause  their  children,  servants  and  apprentices  (which  have 
not  learned  their  Catechism)  to  come  to  the  Church  at 
the  time  appointed  and  obediently  to  hear  and  be  ordered 
by  the  Curate,  until  such  time  as  they  have  learned  all 
that  is  here  appointed  for  them  to  learn. 

It  is  to  help  the  Clergy  in  their  instructions 
and  examinations,  to  guide  the  Curate  in  his 
ordering  of  the  Children,  Servants  and  Appren- 
tices, as  well  as  to  shew  what  kind  of  teaching 
it  is  which  the  Church  calls  upon  the  people 
obediently  to  hear,  that  this  book  has  been 
written. 

Moreover,  if  the  Church’s  orders  on  this  sub- 
ject were  obediently  carried  out  by  the  beneficed 
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and  licensed  clergy,  (who,  occupying  so  unique  a 
position  of  influence  and  trust,  would,  one  might 
hope,  consider  themselves  bound  in  common 
honesty  to  be  true  to  their  ordination  promises), 
the  “ religious  difficulty  in  the  elementary 
schools  would  disappear,  and  we  could  have  a 
really  free  and  national  system  of  elementary 
instruction. 

Every  horrible  ‘‘  Calvinistic  doctrine  can  be 
taught  now  in  our  Board  Schools  ; it  is  certainly 
not  for  those  who  value  true  manly  religion  to 
allow  a compromise  which  includes  the  Bible  and 
excludes  the  Catechism,  to  last  any  longer  than 
they  can  help.  At  present  the  State  endows  in 
our  Board  Schools  the  teaching  of  the  average 
middle-class  commercial  conception  of  religion, 
and  many  Churchmen  seem  to  think  that  terrible 
things  will  happen  if  the  instruction  were  entirely 
secular.  But  if  the  Clergy  would  simply  do  their 
duty  and  instruct  and  examine  the  Children  in 
the  Catechism  on  Sundays  and  Holy-days,  not 
only  would  the  **  religious  difficulty  ” disappear 
from  the  Schools,  but  grown-up  men  and  women 
would  not  find  that  they  must  unlearn  most  of 
what  they  learnt  at  school  before  they  can  with 
mature  minds  become  open,  l6yal  worshippers  of 
Jesus  Christ. 

For  if  it  were  not  for  these  artificial  hindrances, 
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r^:  all  men  and  women  who  work,  all  who  are  op- 

r pressed  and  disinherited,  all  too  who  are  eager  to 

help  these,  all’  even  who  are  just  a little  bit  dis- 
turbed.and  perplexed  with  our  present  anarchy, 
all,  in  fact,  except  those  who  are  both  rich  and 
, self-satisfied,  would,  out  of  the  necessity  of  their 

being,  naturally  worship  Jesus  Christ : He  is  so 
beautiful,  so  true.  His  words  are  so  plainly  the 
words  of  eternal  Life,  that  none  when  brought 
under  His  influence  can  fail  to  be  drawn  by  Him. 
He  came  as  the  Emancipator,  He  founded  His 
Church  to  continue  that  work,  it  cannot  be  for 
long  that  good  and  true  men  and  women  should 
continue  to  deny  Him.  When  the  laws  of  His 
eternal  life,  the  teaching  of  His  Church,  are  once 
more  understood,  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven  will 
once  more  suffer  violence  and  the  violent  will 
take  it  by  force  : the  common  people  will  crowd 
His  altars,  and  free  themselves  from  oppression 
in  His  name,  and  a united  aggressive  Christian 
Democracy  will  say  with  one  voice,  as  a handfull 
of  revolutionists  said  of  old,  “ Lord,  to  whom 
should  we  go.  Thou  hast  the  words  of  eternal 
life: 
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